
 

Great Bear Lodge 
3 Night/4 Day or 6 Night/7 Day Tour 

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Great Bear Lodge • Grizzly & Black Bear viewing trips • Wildlife Biologist Guide 

 

ITINERARY 
 
Day 1: Port Hardy – Great Bear Lodge 
Proceed independently to the Port Hardy floatplane dock (6420 Hardy Bay Road) where you check in at the Pacific Coastal Airlines 
building for your transfer to Great Bear Lodge by seaplane (departure at approximately 15:00). Upon your arrival at this spectacular 
wilderness retreat you will be met by your hosts and shown to your private room. Later you will participate in your first thrilling wildlife 
viewing session. In the evening enjoy a fresh gourmet meal prepared with the best local produce and seafood available, served with 
complimentary wine or beer. As well, participate in an informative audio visual presentation on the grizzly and its place in the local 
ecology. Relax in the lodge’s sitting room, or watch the moon rise over the mountains from its large decks. A perfect way to end the day! 
Accommodation stay – Great Bear Lodge (D) 
 
During your stay at Great Bear Lodge (3 or 6 nights) 
The Great Bear Lodge is pleased to promote low-impact ecotourism, using wind and solar power and taking special care not to disturb 
the bears or their environment. Scheduled morning and afternoon bear viewing sessions coincide with times when the bears are the 
most active. Accompanied by an experienced wildlife biologist you will observe the bears as they roam freely in their natural habitat as 
you float by boat through nearby estuaries or watch from specially-designed optimal viewing areas. Keep a close eye for other possible 
wildlife sightings such as wolves, otters, bald eagles, black bears, pine martins and mink. Daily guided activities such as boat tours and a 
popular interpretative rainforest walk are offered between morning and afternoon viewing excursions, and a delicious lunch awaits you 
back at the lodge. Guests arriving in fall will also be able to witness the incredible sight of thousands of migrating salmon from a series of 
enclosed viewing stands along the river. Watch as the grizzlies hunt for fish in preparation for their coming hibernation. 
Accommodation stay – Great Bear Lodge. (B, L, D) 
 
Departure Day: Great Bear Lodge – Port Hardy 
On your day of departure you’ll participate in a final bearwatching session, followed by a farewell brunch and afternoon activity before 
being transferred back to Port Hardy in the afternoon (between 16:00 and 18:00). (Brunch) 
 
 
Meals:  Full Board starting with dinner on day 1 and ending with lunch on the last day. Includes complimentary wine and beer. 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 
 
* Please note: The tour activities are subject to change based on weather and anything beyond the supplier’s control. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

TOUR NOTES 
 
Dates 
Operates on selected dates between May – Oct ’20. 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
It is recommended that customers arrive into Canada the day before they 
join a wildlife viewing package as they are generally in remote areas and 
customers will need to catch an internal flight/ferry/transfer etc to get to  
the lodge. Similarly, we strongly advise customers to also book a post 
night following a wildlife package, if they are returning straight to the U.K. 
We can easily add on a pre or post night stay for you to make your bear 
viewing experience part of a longer trip. Our Sales Team will work with you 
to arrange the best connecting flights and book any additional hotel stays 
or experiences. Internal flights from Vancouver to Port Hardy can be 
booked and complimentary return transfers from Port Hardy to Great 
Bear Lodge are then included. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can 
arrange it.  
 
Time difference 
GMT -8 hours Western Canada 
 
 
Tour inclusions 
Accommodation for 3 or 6 nights at Great Bear Lodge (rooms with 
private bathrooms and standup showers)  
 Meals: Full board starting with dinner on day 1 and ending with lunch on 
the last day  
 Complimentary wine and beer  
 Return transfers from Port Hardy to Great Bear Lodge (by floatplane)  
 Welcome orientation briefing  
 All transportation to bearwatching sites  
 Wildlife biologist guide  
 Evening interpretative programme  
 Bear viewing trips, and one of the following daily activities: guided 
hiking or boat excursion  
 Rain ponchos and rubber boots, insulated suit if necessary  
 First Nation fee  
 BC Provincial Bear Viewing License  
 Brown Bear Research Network contribution  
 Gratuities  
 Provincial Taxes and Federal GST 
 
Tour exclusions 
International flight in economy class, including all UK and overseas 
airport taxes and applicable fuel surcharges 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
 Insurance 
 Any alcoholic beverages not specified 
 Flights between Vancouver and Port Hardy  
 Meals unless otherwise noted  
A post night stay is required in Port Hardy due to late return from lodge 
 
Dining inclusions 

Full Board starting with dinner on day 1 and ending with lunch on 
the last day. Includes complimentary wine and beer. Vegetarian, as 
well as any other special dietary needs, can usually be met with advance 
notice. Advise of allergies, health concerns and / or dietary requirements 
must be notified at the time of booking. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary. Daily activities may be modified depending on 
weather and water level conditions. 
 
Accommodation  
The lodge rooms do not have telephones or televisions. 
 
Children 
Minimum age is 15 years. Maximum 2 guests per room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Information 
All guests are required to sign a waiver of liability prior to departure  
 Guests are allowed one 14 kg bag on the floatplane  
 Excess luggage can be stored at the floatplane terminal in Port Hardy at 
no charge.  
Passengers are required to call 24 hours in advance to reconfirm 
departure times and pick-up location. 
 
 
Visa requirements  
Under Canada’s new eTA program, British citizens WILL need to obtain an 
online authorization before flying to Canada.  
 
This requirement is mandatory.  Travellers will have the opportunity to go 
online and apply for their eTA. The earlier travellers get their eTA, the 
sooner they will benefit from knowing they have been pre-screened to 
enter Canada.  
A fee of $7 is payable for processing an application for an electronic travel 
authorization. 
An application for an electronic travel authorization must be made by 
means of an electronic system that is made available by the Department 
(Citizenship and Immigration Canada) for that purpose. 
An electronic travel authorization is valid for a period of five years from 
the day on which it is issued to the applicant or until the earliest of the 
following days, if they occur before the end of that period: 
(a) The day on which the applicant’s passport or other travel document 
expires,  
(b) The day on which the electronic travel authorization is cancelled, or  
(c) The day on which a new electronic travel authorization is issued to the 
applicant  
Visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp to arrange the eTA. 
 
Alternatively you can apply for your eTA through our partners CIBT visas 
who make the process as easy as possible and will apply for the eTA on 
your behalf. Contact them on www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays for more 
information. 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Major credit 
cards and debit cards will be accepted within the Canada. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to Canada, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the Canadian electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter 
to change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of Canada’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture. 
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How to get there 
You can either fly, drive or catch a ferry to Port Hardy for the start of the 
tour. Please note you will need to arrive into Canada before the 1st day of 
the tour, to allow time to make your way to Port Hardy and passengers will 
need to book a post night in Port Hardy if they are flying back to 
Vancouver after the tour, due to the late arrival from the lodge. 
 
By road 
Port Hardy is located approximately a 3-hour drive north of Campbell 
River (235 km), along Highway 19. The tour will depart from the Port 
Hardy floatplane dock at the supplier’s office (6420 Hardy Bay Road) or 
the Port Hardy airport at 15:00. Passengers must check-in 30 minutes 
prior to departure. 
 
By air 
Pacific Coastal Airlines offers daily service between Vancouver Airport 
(South Terminal) and Port Hardy. Passengers are required to request 
departure time at the time of booking. If air transfer is selected, post 
accommodation is required in Port Hardy. The tour will depart from the 
floatplane dock at the supplier’s office at 15:00. Passengers must check-
in 30 minutes prior to departure. Internal flights can be added at the time 
of booking. 
 
By ferry 
BC Ferries’ Discovery Coast and Inside Passage service from Bella Coola, 
Bella Bella and Prince Rupert to Port Hardy is available on select dates. We 
recommend that you reserve the ferry in advance, and accommodation in 
Port Hardy for the night before the tour, as the ferry arrives late in the 
evening The tour will depart from the Port Hardy floatplane dock at the 
supplier’s office at 15:00. Passengers must check-in 30 minutes prior to 
departure. Ferries can be added at the time of booking. 
 
What to pack 
Bring warm clothing, gloves, extra socks, a warm hat and camera. 
Perfumed toiletries are not recommended. Waterproof jackets, hats and 
pants, rubber boots, insect repellant and binoculars will be provided to 
guests at the lodge. 
 
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Canada with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 
 

 


