
 

The Blue Train 
2 Night/3 Day Train Journey  

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• 5-star Luxury • Sightseeing Inclusive • Journeys from Pretoria to Cape Town or Vice Versa 
 

ITINERARY 
Climb aboard this magnificent mobile 5-star hotel for the journey of a lifetime! For more than half a century, South Africa’s Blue Train has enjoyed 
a reputation as one of the world’s premier travelling experiences. Taking luxury in motion to the highest levels, it offers a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience that starts as soon as you set foot on board. Enjoy a welcome cocktail and appetising delicacy served from the butler’s silver tray while 
your luggage is labelled and discreetly whisked away. Afterwards, settle into your own private suite and let the journey begin! 
 
Accommodation 
Deluxe Suites with a choice of twin beds and en-suite shower or a double bed and a bath tub. All suites are beautifully furnished with the finest 
bed linen, plus marble tiles and gold fittings in the bathrooms. Amenities include individually controlled air-conditioning, underfloor heating, 
satellite TV, telephone, writing desk, safe and hairdryer. Luxury Suites are more spacious with a deep bath tub and include a CD and DVD player 
with a choice of CD’s and films. By day, your suite is a relaxing haven with generous lounge chairs; at night, however, it is transformed into a 
subtly lit, sumptuous bedroom. 
 
Facilities 
Each coach has a dedicated butler who is available 24 hours a day to attend your every need whether this be for drinks, snacks or a wakeup call. 
There are 2 on-board bars in the Club Car and Lounge Car. The Club Car is relaxed and stylish and has a gentleman’s club appeal, with card tables 
and a small library. The bar is well stocked for you to enjoy pre dinner drinks, or perhaps an after dinner cognac. The Lounge Car is a perfect 
setting for afternoon tea, which is served every afternoon at your leisure. It is an ideal place to meet for pre lunch and dinner drinks and is a no 
smoking area. All meals are freshly prepared by an executive chef and his team, and served in the Dining Car (in keeping with tradition it is a 
compulsory custom to dress formally for dinner and gentlemen are requested to wear a jacket and tie for dinner, and the ladies elegant evening 
wear). Some trains have an observation car at the rear of the train, offering magnificent panoramic views. The Blue Train also has a boutique 
selling souvenirs and gifts. 
 

The Journeys 
 
Cape Town – Pretoria (2 night) 
 
Day1 
Board this luxurious train and prepare to journey through the majestic South African countryside. After you have been welcomed to your Suite 
by your butler, spend the rest of the day relaxing and enjoying on board drinks and snacks as you pass through the inspiring landscape. 
Day 2  
After travelling through the night you’ll arrive at Kimberley. Breakfast will be served in the Dining Car from 06:00/09:00 before heading out into 
the historic town of Kimberley, the scene of a diamond rush in the 1870s. Enjoy an off -train excursion (subject to schedules – will only be 
confirmed once on board), including a visit to the Big Hole. Continue across the vast semi-desert of the Karoo as the sun slips below the horizon. 
Enjoy a sumptuous dinner on board. 
Day 3  
Enjoy breakfast and a 3-course lunch before you disembark at either Union Station or Kaalfontein where you will be met and transferred to 
Pretoria.  

 
Cape Town – Pretoria (2 night) Pretoria – Cape Town (2 night) 
 
Day1 
Board this luxurious train and prepare to journey through the majestic South African countryside. After you have been welcomed to your Suite 
by your butler, spend the rest of the day relaxing and enjoying on board drinks and snacks as you pass through the inspiring landscape. 
Day 2 
After travelling through the night you’ll arrive at Kimberley. Breakfast will be served in the Dining Car from 06:00/09:00 before heading out into 
the historic town of Kimberley, the scene of a diamond rush in the 1870s. Enjoy an off -train excursion (subject to schedules – will only be 
confirmed once on board), including a visit to the Big Hole. Continue across the vast semi-desert of the Karoo as the sun slips below the horizon. 
Enjoy a sumptuous dinner on board. 
Day 3  
Enjoy breakfast on board the train before you arrive in Cape Town where you will be met. 

 
This is a set itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers and final documents. 



 
 

TOUR NOTES 
 

Pre/Post Hotels 
If you wish to have a pre- stay we would recommend any hotel in the 
Pretoria for either a pre or post departure extension. 
 
Off train excursion 
Excursions offered as part of The Blue Train experience are included 
in the all-inclusive rate but are subject to timing on the day so their 
operation will not be confirmed until on board. Guests are advised 
to wear comfortable shoes during the excursion. 
 
Journey times 
Both train journeys will depart at 16:00pm and the arrival time at 
both Cape Town and Pretoria will be 10:30. 
Please note – check-in for the train is 1 hour prior to departure in 
the Blue Train VIP lounges in both Cape Town and Pretoria. The Blue 
Train VIP Lounges are a relaxing and comfortable way to start your 
fantastic journey experience. Half an hour before the train reaches 
its destination, the Train Manager will announce the procedures 
regarding luggage collection and disembarkation. 
 
Time difference 
GMT +2 hours. 
 
Visa requirements  
British Citizens do not require a visa for South Africa. 
South Africa introduced new immigration rules from 01 Jun ‘15. 
Parents travelling to South Africa with children may be asked to 
show the child’s full birth certificate, and where only one parent is 
accompanying, proof of parental or legal authority to travel with the 
child. 
 
Currency  
The currency in South Africa is the South African Rand.  You can 
change money at the exchange desks in the airport arrival hall or use 
the airport cash points for local currency.  You may want to carry 
small amounts of local currency for tips and to buy souvenirs from 
vendors too. 
 
Electricity  
The voltage in South Africa is 220 volts and they use unique round 
3 pin plugs, so we recommend a travel adaptor set.   
 
Luggage 
For comfort and space in your suite, it is best to pack an overnight 
bag for the trip, the butlers will store the rest of your luggage in the 
luggage car.  
 

Butlers 
Each coach has a Butler whose pleasure it will be to ensure that 
guests have a memorable experience. Butlers are available 24 hours 
a day for the duration of the journey.  
 
Safes 
Safes are provided in all suites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lounge Car 
The Lounge Car is designed as a meeting place for pre-lunch and 
dinner drinks and afternoon tea and is a no smoking area, while the 
Club Car is ideal for a post-dinner Cognac or Cuban cigar. The bar 
opens as soon as the train commences its journey and closes when 
the last guest departs. 
 
Laundry 
A limited on-board laundry and valet service is available and is 
included in the rate. 
 
What to pack 
The Blue Train is a very luxurious experience and the dress code  
reflects this. Smart casual clothes are worn in the day, however 
elegant evening wear for the ladies and jacket and tie for the 
gentlemen at night. Don’t forget to pack binoculars, camera, and 
perhaps a book. Comfortable shoes are ideal for the off train 
excursion as well as sun cream and a hat. Basic amenities are 
provided in the suites bathrooms. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is not compulsory but is appreciated. Tips can be left in the 
gratuity box in the Lounge Car and are shared out between the staff. 
As guideline ZAR 100 per person per day. 
  
Tour Inclusions 
All meals, high tea, drinks (alcoholic & non-alcoholic) and off train 
excursions, excluding champagne and caviar. 
 
Accommodation 
Deluxe Suites include a double bed with ¾ size bath or twin beds 
with a shower.  
Luxury Suites have either a double bed or twin beds with a bath. 
Double beds are limited and can unfortunately not be guaranteed. 
 
Dining inclusions 
The Blue Train is all inclusive (except Caviar and Champagne) serving 
breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea and dinner, room service is also 
included. Fantastic cuisine is served which is expertly paired with 
delicious wines. For your comfort there are two meal sittings for 
lunch and dinner, an early and a late. This is arranged onboard. You 
can also enjoy your meals in the comfort of your own suite. Breakfast 
is served at your leisure between 7.00am and10.00am and 
afternoon tea is served in the Lounge Car. Bottled water is supplied 
in each suite. 
 
Local Contact Details 
Thompsons Africa Customer Care Centre 
Tel: +27 (31) 275 3500 
Email: customer.care@thompsonsafrica.com  
24-Hours, 7 Days a week including all public holidays 
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