
 

Western Discovery  
17 Day Guided Tour 

 
 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• Los Angeles • San Diego • Grand Canyon • Bryce Canyon • Zion National Park • Las Vegas  
• Mammoth • Yosemite National Park • San Francisco • California's Pacific Coast  
 

TOUR FEATURES 
• Welcome reception to meet your ATI Tour Director and fellow travelers 
•.Full day visit and tour of San Diego 
•.Visit the glamorous desert retreat of Palm Springs 
• Tour the Navajo Indian Reservation and visit Monument Valley 
• Walk along the rim of Bryce Canyon National Park 
• “Shop ‘til you drop” at discount designer outlets in Las Vegas 
•Escorted walk to Yosemite Falls in Yosemite National Park 
•Sightseeing tour of San Francisco including Union Square, and Fisherman’s Wharf 
•Comprehensive city tour of Los Angeles including Beverly Hills, and Hollywood & the famous stars in the sidewalk (Walk of Fame) 

 

ITINERARY 
Day 1: UK– Los Angeles 
Fly from the UK to Los Angeles. Arrive at Los Angeles International Airport where you will be met by an ATI representative and 
transferred by Supershuttle to the Holiday Inn Anaheim or similar. Once you’re all checked-in and settled, the rest of the day is at leisure 
to relax.  Accommodation stay – 3 nights stay – in Anaheim Area 

 
Day 2: Los Angeles  
Today is free for you to go out and explore Los Angeles, in the afternoon return to your hotel, where you will meet your ATI Tour Director. 

 
Day 3: Los Angeles – The O.C. – San Diego – Los Angeles (Approximately 278 miles) 
Travel south through San Juan Capistrano and San Clemente to San Diego, the second largest city in California, renowned for its year-
round mild weather. Following a city tour, visit picturesque Seaport Village and San Diego’s relaxing bayfront marketplace. Perhaps enjoy 
the opportunity for shopping. Return to Los Angeles for the evening. 
 
Day 4: Los Angeles- Palm Springs-Phoenix (Approximately 431 miles) 
Today your journey takes you through Palm Springs, the winter playground for Hollywood royalty, with its lively downtown and 
immaculately kept golf courses at the base of the rugged San Jacinto Mountains. A sea of wind turbines marks the entrance to this desert 
oasis. Afterwards you will pass through Indio, home to the Int’l Date Festival in the Coachella Valley. Accommodation stay – 1 night stay 
– in Phoenix Area 
 
Day 5: Phoenix – Sedona – Grand Canyon (Approximately 263 miles) 
Travel through the Sonoran Desert, the richest, most biologically diverse desert ecosystem in the Americas. Continue to Sedona, a city 
situated in a unique geological area and encircled by distinctive red-rock monoliths with such names as Cathedral and Coffee Pot. Then 
drive through the breathtaking Oak Creek Canyon before arriving at Grand Canyon National Park. Majestic Grand Canyon National Park 
is one of the 7 great natural wonders of the world. Stop at the rim to fully experience this mile-deep colorful canyon’s plunging gorges, 
and rising spires formed by the mighty Colorado River. Accommodation stay – 1 night stay – in Grand Canyon Area 
 
Day 6: Grand Canyon – Monument Valley – Page/Lake Powell (Approximately 363 miles) 
As you journey further today, you will enter the Navajo Indian Reservation, passing the trading post of Cameron. Continue through the 
Painted Desert to visit Monument Valley, an area that embodies perhaps the most iconic images of the American West. In the afternoon, 
enter the town of Page, situated on a mesa above the Colorado River. Evening at leisure. Accommodation stay – 1 night stay – in Lake 
Powell Area 
 

 
Day 7: Page/Lake Powell – Kanab – Bryce Canyon (Approximately 143 miles) 
Visit the mighty Glen Canyon Dam, the second highest concrete-arch dam in America. From here you’ll enjoy views of stunning Lake 
Powell, where crystal blue water laps against towering red-rock canyon walls. Enter the Mormon state of Utah, pass through the town of 
Kanab before visiting spectacular Bryce Canyon, where a tour through a multi-colored world of sandstone spires and pinnacles will 



 
 

dazzle the eye. This evening, weather permitting, be sure to gaze upon the spectacular night sky filled with sparkling stars and brilliant 
constellations and take in the aroma of pinewood campfire. Accommodation stay – 1 night stay – in Bryce Canyon Area 
 
Day 8:  Bryce Canyon – Zion – Las Vegas (Approximately 304 miles) 
Travel today to Zion National Park and see the massive rock formations carved by wind, time, and the Virgin River. This afternoon 
experience the contrast of Las Vegas, the dazzling “Entertainment Capital of the World,” where round-the-clock shopping, nightly 
shows, and of course gambling are available. Accommodation stay – 2 nights stay – in Las Vegas 
 
Day 9: Las Vegas 
Today is at leisure for you to enjoy the many attractions that Las Vegas has to offer. In addition to world-class shopping, bustling 
casinos, and Broadway-caliber shows, you might simply stroll the famous Strip to take in its amazing sights, or “shop ‘til you drop” at 
designer outlets. 
 
Day 10: Las Vegas – Death Valley – Mammoth Lakes** (Approximately 385 miles) 
Today starts with a stop at the iconic Las Vegas Welcome Sign where you may wish to capture your photo memory of Las Vegas. Having 
enjoyed glamorous Las Vegas, it will be a sharp contrast this afternoon to enter the quiet and extreme environment of Death Valley. Stop 
at Zabriskie Point and Furnace Creek Ranch before continuing across the valley and ascending the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the alpine 
resort town of Mammoth Lakes**. The area gained prominence as a gold mining town in the 19th century and today is renowned for the 
superior skiing terrain and staggeringly beautiful mountain vistas. Accommodation stay – 1 Nights stay – in Mammoth Lake Area or 
similar. In the winter months, you will spend 1 night in Fresno Area  

 
Day 11: Mammoth Lakes** - Yosemite (Approximately 77 miles) 
Your journey today brings you to the Tioga Pass** into the scenic wonderland of Yosemite National Park. Here, you will experience the 
valley floor and its splendors including the glacial-shaped granite formations of El Capitan, Half Dome, the magnificent Bridal Falls and 
Yosemite Falls. Overnight in nearby Modesto.  Accommodation stay – 1 Nights stay -  in Yosemite Area 
 
Day 12: Yosemite – San Francisco (Approximately 223 miles) 
Depart early this morning to arrive in San Francisco, one of the most beloved cities in America. “Q Be sure to wear some flowers in your 
hair Q ". Enjoy a comprehensive sightseeing tour before arriving at your hotel. This evening take a memorable City by Night Tour 
(optional).  Accommodation stay – 2 Nights stay – in San Francisco Area 
 
Day 13: San Francisco (Napa Valley Optional Tour*) 
is on hand to assist with making your plans for the day: perhaps a cable car ride to Fisherman’s Wharf where you may enjoy a “Taste of 
San Francisco”: local seafood, famous sourdough breads or decadent Ghiradelli’s Chocolate. Or take a stroll by Sea Lions’ Marina to 
watch them frolic. Be sure to gaze across the bay to Alcatraz island where “America’s Most Wanted” such as Al Capone and ”Machine 
Gun” Kelly were incarcerated. Or visit Union Square for a shopping stop at Macy’s Department Store. You also may choose to embark on 
a wine tasting tour to Napa Valley, world renowned for its fine wineries and beautiful scenery (optional). 
 
Day 14: San Francisco – Monterey/Carmel – Shell/Pismo Beach (Approximately 310 miles) 
Depart San Francisco this morning for the drive to the Monterey Peninsula, known for its magnificent homes and lovely beaches. In 
Monterey, visit Fisherman’s Wharf and famous Cannery Row. Then tour charming Carmel-by-the-Sea, noted for its quaint houses, 
upscale art galleries and unique stores. In the afternoon your tour continues through Paso Robles, home of fine wineries. Overnight in a 
quaint Central California Coast town. Accommodation stay – 1 Nights stay – in California Central Coast Area 
 
Day 15: Shell/Pismo Beach-Santa Barbara-Malibu-Beverly Hills-Los Angeles (Approximately 216 miles) 
Journey south through the Santa Ynez Valley into Santa Barbara, where palm-lined walkways border white sandy beaches. Upon arrival in 
Los Angeles, you’ll stop in Santa Monica, home to the “Finish Line” of Historic Route 66, where you may enjoy an optional lunch on the 
pier or a beach bike ride. Your afternoon tour of “The City of Angels” continues with Beverly Hills and Hollywood before arriving at your 
hotel.  Accommodation stay – 1 Nights stay – in Los Angeles Area 
 
Days 16-17: Los Angeles Airport – UK 
Check out of your hotel in Los Angeles and receive a shuttle transfer from the hotel to Los Angeles Airport, in time for you overnight 
flight back to the UK. Arrive into the UK on day 17. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Meals: This tour is based on a Room only or Optional Breakfast basis. 
 

Exclusive to Virgin Holidays: 
 

 Complimentary Virgin Holidays 
tour kit 

 San Francisco Bay Cruise 



 
Western Discovery Breakfast package includes the following (subject to change) 
15 x Breakfast and 1 x all you can eat buffet (full day) in Las Vegas 1 x San Francisco Bay Cruise  
Day 1 – N/A 
Days 2–8: American Breakfast 
Day 9: All you can eat buffet 
Day 10: American Breakfast 
Days 11–12: Continental Breakfast 
Day 13: American Breakfast  
Days 14–16: American Breakfast 
  
*Denotes local charge – Optional trips and excursions listed on the itinerary are bookable and payable locally.  

 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 
 
All hotels & locations are subject to change based on availability, final hotel list will be confirmed 10 days before departure. 
 

 
 
TOUR NOTES 

 
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Passenger Service Assistance Toll-Free Number 
In the event that your Tour Director is not available or in any emergency, please 
feel free to contact our Field Operations Department in Los Angeles by dialing 
toll free: 
1 (800)-800-8942 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
If you would like to extend your trip or make the tour part of a longer 
holiday, we can easily add on a pre or post night stays for you. Our Sales 
Team will work with you to arrange the best connecting flights and book 
any additional hotel stays. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can 
arrange it. 
 
Time difference 

GMT -8 hours  
 
Hotel List 
Final hotel list to be confirmed 10 days prior to departure 
 
Tour inclusions 
Private air conditioned motorcoach transportation throughout 
Accommodation and sightseeing as listed above 
Service of an English Speaking guide. 
 
Tour exclusions 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
 Insurance 
 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 
video camera fees at monuments   
 The required ESTA application 
 Anything not detailed on the itinerary. 
 
Dining inclusions 
Room Only  
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary.  
 
Optionals 
Tours will be listed in the itinerary. Should you choose to participate in an 
additional excursion, payment to the tour director can be made with cash 
or credit card. We encourage you to request and save your receipt. Please 
note that optional tours cannot be booked in advance, as many require a 
minimum number of passengers in order to operate.  
 
 Helicopter flights over the Grand Canyon 
 Las Vegas by Night tour 

 Gondola ride to summit of Mammoth for breakfast 
 Walk across the Golden Gate Bridge 
 Night tour of San Francisco with dinner in Chinatown 
 Los Angeles beach lunch and/or bike ride Santa Monica Pier 
 “All-American” Picnic at a surprise destination en route 
San Diego Sightseeing Cruise 
The Grand Canyon by Helicopter 
Grand Canyon – Monument Valley – Page Flight 
Monument Valley Ground Tour 
Antelope Canyon Tour 
Ebenezer’s Dinner and Show (Summer Season Only) 
Las Vegas Night Tour with or without “The High Roller” 
Las Vegas Speedway 
Indian Adventure and Skywalk 
Black Canyon Float Trip 
Grand Voyager Flight 
Sunset Cowboy Trail Ride with BBQ 
San Francisco Bay Cruise 
San Francisco Night Tour with Dinner 
Bike the Golden Gate Bridge and Visit Sausalito 
Santa Monica Pier and Lunch 
Disneyland 
 
U.S. Occupancy  
It is important to keep in mind that in U. S. hotels, rooms that have been 
booked for two people may contain one or two beds, of varying sizes. 
Normally, hotel rooms contain one Queen / King Size bed, or two Double 
beds. A room with two Double beds is considered suitable for three or four 
occupants. Unlike other areas of the world, it is extremely rare to find a 
“triple” room, or a room containing three beds. Oftentimes, hotels are 
able to provide an additional “roll-away” bed (for a nominal nightly fee, to 
be paid on an individual basis by the passenger directly to the hotel.) 
Please be aware that such extra beds are not available in the National 
Parks, in some older hotels, and in areas where fire regulations place strict 
restrictions on the number of guests and/or beds in a room. While 
requests can certainly be made ahead of time, and while every effort will 
be made to secure a room that meets your specific bedding needs, ATI 
cannot guarantee bedding arrangements at any given hotel, as these 
arrangements lie wholly within the discretion of each hotel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Journey times 
Please note due to long distances covered on some of the tours, there will 
be some days when the majority of the day will be spent on the coach, so 
just sit back and enjoy the view. 
 



 
 
Group size 
Maximum approximately 56 passengers (full coach).  
 
Language  
Departures will operate as multilingual (English and Dutch spoken). 
 
Visa requirements  
It's mandatory for everyone travelling to or transferring through the US, 
under the Visa Waiver Program, to obtain approval to travel no later than 
72 hours prior to travel by completing an online process ESTA (Electronic 
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) scheme. 
Failure to obtain an ESTA could result in the passenger being denied 
boarding by the airline. 
The cost of an ESTA is currently approx $14 per person and can be 
obtained by visiting https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov. Once completed & 
approved, the ESTA application is valid for two years and allows multiple 
visits without the need to reapply – simply update your details on the 
same website. Travelers can apply for an ESTA even if they have no firm 
plans to travel to the US. 
If you need any further information on the ESTA or you have any other 
visa queries, then try the Visit USA Website atwww.visitusa.org.uk where 
further information on the scheme and up to date fee can also be found. 
The ESTA is very similar to the automated visa that you purchase to enter 
Australia and is completely paperless 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in the US is the US dollar and Canada is CAD. 
Optional excursions will need to be paid locally by cash to the tour guide. 
Major credit cards and debit cards will be accepted within the US. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to the USA, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the US electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter to 
change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of the USA’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture; please see below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
 Waiters/Waitresses: 15% - 20% for average - good service, more for 
exceptional service. 
 Bartenders: $1 - $2 a round -or- 15% to 20% of the tab, with a 
minimum of 50 cents per soft drink, $1 per alcoholic drink. 
 Room Service: 15% - 20%  
 Taxi driver: Varies depending on locality. Assume 15% will be enough; 
an extra $1 to $2 for help with bags. 
 Hotel doorman: $1 per bag for help with luggage; $1 per person for 
hailing a cab. 
 Tour guide: $5 per person, per day in your party.  
 
What to pack 
Due to space limitations, only ONE piece of checked luggage is allowed 
per person. Subject to availability, an additional piece of luggage may be 
accommodated, for a fee of $7 per day per piece. This will be paid direct
  
Lightweight, cotton clothes. Smart casual is acceptable in hotels 
A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings and air-
conditioning can be cool in restaurants  
 Layers 
Comfortable, enclosed and sturdy footwear  
Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your hotel 
Sun cream, sunglasses and hat 
Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and memory cards 
Swimwear for an occasional swim 
Binoculars 
Mosquito repellent and spray 
Handy wipes, antiseptic hand gel and bottled water where possible 
Low denominations of USD– handy for ad-hoc tipping 
 
 
 
 
What to expect 
We recommend you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves 
long walks and uneven surfaces; this tour is not suitable for those who 
require special assistance.  
 

Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for the USA with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 
 
TOUR JOINING INSTRUCTIONS  
 
 
HOTEL ARRIVAL & TOUR COMMENCEMENT: 
 
You will be met by an American Tours International (ATI) representative at 
the exit of the terminal (after you pick up your luggage and go through 
Immigration and customs). The ATI Representative will be standing next 
to the Virgin Holidays representative. The ATI representative will take you 
to the seat-in airport transfer and they will wait with you until you get on 
the shuttle and answer any questions you may have.   
 
Below please find the relevant information about the hotel and the shuttle 
in case you need it. 
 
Airport Transfer 
Upon arrival, claim your luggage, then proceed outside to the van stop at 
the outer island and contact the blue uniformed SuperShuttle Guest 
Service Representative.  
 
Day 1 (Wednesday, also plus Friday for months of Aug/Sep): Upon arrival, 
passengers should check-in at the front desk and identify themselves as 
participants of ATI’s Motorcoach Tour.  
 
Day 2 (Thursday, plus Sunday for months of Aug/Sep): Passengers are 
welcome to stop by the ATI Hospitality Desk between the hours of 2:00 
pm and 8:00 pm to meet the ATI Tour Director. 
 
Day 3 (Friday, plus Sunday for months of Aug/Sep): Motorcoach tour 
commences with a full day excursion to San Diego. Passengers should 
meet their ATI Tour Director in the lobby at 7:30am for the 8:00am 
departure to San Diego. 
 
TOUR CONCLUSION: 
 
Day 16 (Thursday, plus Saturday for months of Aug/Sep): Tour concludes in 
Los Angeles upon check out from the hotel before 11:00am. Passengers 
will be transferred to the airport via seat-in shuttle from the hotel. 
 
AIRPORT TRANSFER: 
Seat-in shuttle (SuperShuttle) will be included. ATI’s Tour Director will 
assist passengers with transfer vouchers.  

 

https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/esta.html
http://www.visitusa.org.uk/

