
 

Farewell Harbour Lodge 
3/4/5 Night/4/5/6 Day Tour 

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Farewell Harbour Lodge • Grizzly Bears • Whale Watching • Wildlife Viewing 

 

ITINERARY 
 
Day 1: Alder Bay – Farewell Harbour Lodge 
Arrive independently in Alder Bay. Depart Alder Bay aboard a high speed water taxi for a scenic 25 minute service across Johnstone Strait 
to Farewell Harbour on Berry Island. (If you are joining from Port Hardy Airport, your journey begins with a complimentary shuttle from 
the airport to Alder Bay). Berry Island lies at the epicentre of one of the most biologically active regions on the coast, and is mostly 
protected due to its unique natural and cultural history. Upon arrival at Farewell Harbour, you’ll be warmly greeted by the lodge staff, 
provided with a short orientation and snack and then settled into your rooms. Afterwards, head out onto the water for an afternoon 
marine mammal viewing excursion or optional sea kayak paddle in the protected waters of Johnstone Strait and Robson Bight Ecological 
Reserve. From July to September, witness the sea teeming with salmon as they try and elude their mighty predator, the blackfish, or Orca. 
Earlier in the spring, seek out other marine life such as Steller sea lion, Pacific White Sided dolphins, Dall’s porpoises and Humpback 
whales. Return to the lodge by 16:30 and join your fellow travellers for dinner at 18:30. After dinner, sit fireside in the lounge for an 
evening presentation on some aspect of coastal ecology. Welcome appetizers and dinner included. (Please note you will need to arrive 
into Canada before the 1st day of the tour, to allow time to make your way to Port Hardy or Alder Bay). Accommodation stay – Farewell 
Harbour lodge (D) 
 
Day 2: Farewell Harbour Lodge  
After breakfast, meet on the dock at 08:00 for the first full-day bear viewing adventure. Visit one of several estuaries where you will view 
bears either from a zodiac or on foot depending on the tide. Grizzlies forage on sedge, roots and berries in the spring and summer in the 
broad, braided estuaries as they await the fall feast of salmon. Return to the lodge by 16:30 for dinner at 18:30, followed by an evening 
presentation on the Great Bear Rainforest, bears, whales or First Nations culture. Breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks included. 
Accommodation stay – Farewell Harbour Lodge. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 3: Farewell Harbour Lodge 
After breakfast at 07:00, head out on the water at 08:00 for your choice of another bear viewing safari or a more extensive marine 
exploration. Marine excursions can also afford an opportunity to learn about the cultural traditions of the Kwakwaka’wakw First Nations 
as we pass ancient villages sites, rock art called pictographs and other evidence of a rich history and vibrant present in the region. Return 
to the lodge by 16:30 for dinner and evening program. Breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks included. Accommodation stay – Farewell 
Harbour Lodge. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 4: Farewell Harbour Lodge – Alder Bay 
A final morning commences with your choice of one of the following activities: a short morning sea kayak excursion in the protected and 
crystalline waters near Farewell Harbour Lodge, a marine excursion, or a guided interpretive rainforest hike. Return to the lodge and 
after lunch take the water taxi back to Alder Bay as your package comes to an end. . (Please note we strongly advise you to book a post 
night after the tour, if you are returning straight to the U.K., to allow time to make your way from Port Hardy or Alder Bay). (B, L) 
 
4- and 5-night durations also available:- 
The 4- and 5-night packages offer additional days spent marine mammal viewing, on bear safaris, sea kayaking, First Nations 
Kwakwaka’wakw cultural site visits or a host of other options. Overnights at Farewell Harbour Lodge. 
 
Meals:  3 breakfasts, 3 lunches and 3 dinners at Farewell Harbour Lodge on 3 night tour; 4 breakfasts, 4 lunches and 4 dinners on 4 night 
tour; and 5 breakfasts, 5 lunches and 5 dinners on 5 night tour. 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 
 
* Please note: The tour schedule is subject to change based on weather and anything beyond the supplier’s control. 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 

TOUR NOTES 
 
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
It is recommended that customers arrive into Canada the day before they 
join a wildlife viewing package as they are generally in remote areas and 
customers will need to catch an internal flight/ferry/transfer etc to get to  
the lodge. Similarly, we strongly advise customers to also book a post 
night following a wildlife package, if they are returning straight to the U.K. 
We can easily add on a pre or post night stay for you to make your bear 
viewing experience part of a longer trip. Our Sales Team will work with you 
to arrange the best connecting flights and book any additional hotel stays 
or experiences. Internal flights from Vancouver to Port Hardy can be 
booked and complimentary transfers from Port Hardy to Al;der Bay are 
then included. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can arrange it.  
 
Time difference 
GMT -8 hours Western Canada 
 
 
Tour inclusions 
Return water taxi transfers between Alder Bay Resort and Farewell 
Harbour Lodge. (Checked baggage is limited to 50 pounds or 23 kgs per 
person. Each person is permitted a carry on in addition to checked 
baggage. Checked baggage that exceeds the limit may be subject to 
additional fees. Excess baggage can be stored at their secured storage at 
Alder Bay at no extra cost.) 
 Return transfers between Port Hardy Airport and Alder Bay Resort (if 
required, for passengers flying into/departing from Port Hardy Airport)  
 Accommodation for 3, 4 or 5 nights at the floating or land-based lodge 
in guestrooms with private ensuite bathroom and shower  
 Meals: full board starting with dinner on Day 1 and ending with lunch on 
day of departure, including wine with dinner, non-alcoholic beverages, 
and snacks  
 Welcome briefing and orientation to the tours, viewing opportunities 
and facilities  
 All transportation on all wildlife excursions  
 Marine tour excursion on arrival day, one full day excursion to one of the 
grizzly viewing areas, one full day on marine tour excursion or an 
additional grizzly viewing excursion, short optional excursion on marine 
tour or sea kayaking on departure day  
 Evening guide presentations/slide shows  
 All-weather gear, including life jackets, and raingear and rubber boots, 
if required  
 Carbon offset fee  
 Provincial Taxes and Federal GST 4 and 5-night packages:  
 Options for additional marine excursions, bear viewing trips, sea 
kayaking or First Nations cultural explorations on days 5 or 6 
 
 
Tour exclusions 
International flight in economy class, including all UK and overseas 
airport taxes and applicable fuel surcharges 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
 Insurance 
 Any alcoholic beverages not specified 
 Return transportation between Vancouver and Port Hardy 
 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 
video camera fees at monuments   
 The required Canada Electronic Authorization (eTA)  
 Anything not detailed on the itinerary 
 
Dining inclusions 
Meals: daily breakfast from day 2 until lunch on last day included at 
Farewell Harbour Lodge. Vegetarian, as well as any other special dietary 
needs, can usually be met with advance notice. Advise of allergies, health 
concerns and / or dietary requirements at the time of booking. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary. Daily activities may be modified depending on 
weather and water level conditions. 
 
 
 

Accommodation  
The primary lodge building and common area features a comfortable 
lounge and dining room, bar and a large brick fireplace surrounded by 
large windows and a wrap-around deck boasting spectacular harbour 
views. The expansive decks continue as a boardwalk along the shore, 
leading to 8 private oceanside suites perched on a bluff at the ocean’s 
edge overlooking picturesque Farewell Harbour. These suites feature 
ensuite bathrooms, a gas stove and 2 double beds. A ramp leads off the 
main lodge to the floating lodge below featuring 4 additional suites, each 
with a private bathroom. 
 
Children 
Minimum age is 10 years. Maximum 3 guests per room. 
 
Important Information 
Smoking is not permitted inside any of the buildings, on the vessels, or 
during wildlife excursions. There is a designated covered smoking area at 
the lodge. Guests are asked to restrict the use of scented products and 
perfume while out on bear excursions. All guests will be required to sign a 
waiver prior to joining the tour, which can be viewed and completed 
online at: waiver. farewellharbour.com 
 
Visa requirements  
Under Canada’s new eTA program, British citizens WILL need to obtain an 
online authorization before flying to Canada.  
 
This requirement is mandatory.  Travellers will have the opportunity to go 
online and apply for their eTA. The earlier travellers get their eTA, the 
sooner they will benefit from knowing they have been pre-screened to 
enter Canada.  
A fee of $7 is payable for processing an application for an electronic travel 
authorization. 
An application for an electronic travel authorization must be made by 
means of an electronic system that is made available by the Department 
(Citizenship and Immigration Canada) for that purpose. 
An electronic travel authorization is valid for a period of five years from 
the day on which it is issued to the applicant or until the earliest of the 
following days, if they occur before the end of that period: 
(a) The day on which the applicant’s passport or other travel document 
expires,  
(b) The day on which the electronic travel authorization is cancelled, or  
(c) The day on which a new electronic travel authorization is issued to the 
applicant  
Visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp to arrange the eTA. 
 
Alternatively you can apply for your eTA through our partners CIBT visas 
who make the process as easy as possible and will apply for the eTA on 
your behalf. Contact them on www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays for more 
information. 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Major credit 
cards and debit cards will be accepted within the Canada. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to Canada, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the Canadian electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter 
to change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of Canada’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture; please see below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
Gratuities: suggested amount $30 per guest per day which is shared 
between the lodge staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp
http://www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays


 
How to get there 
You can either fly to Port Hardy or drive to Alder Bay for the start of the 
tour. Please note you will need to arrive into Canada before the 1st day of 
the tour, to allow time to make your way to Port Hardy/Alder Bay and 
passengers flying from Port Hardy to Vancouver are strongly suggested to 
book a post night in Vancouver before their return International flight to 
the U.K. 
 
By road 
If driving to Alder Bay, you need to sail on BC Ferries from the Vancouver 
area to either Nanaimo or Victoria on Vancouver Island. From Victoria 
drive north on highway 1 to Nanaimo. From Nanaimo, head north on 
Highway 19. 7 km before Port McNeill, turn onto Beaver Cove Road and 
continue for 4.3 km. Turn left onto Alder Bay Road and drive for 1.5 km to 
Alder Bay Resort. Tip: if you cross a bridge over the Nimpkish River while 
driving north on Highway 19, you have gone too far. (The only other 
option to this route is north of Nanaimo just before you reach Parksville 
you can take the seaside route on Highway 19A). The driving time from 
Victoria to Alder Bay is approximately 5.5 hours and from Nanaimo to 
Alder Bay is approximately 4 hours.  
 
Free parking at the Alder Bay water taxi dock is provided for guests 
courtesy of Farewell Harbour Lodge. Water Taxi Schedule (25-30 minutes) 
Daily, May 16 – Oct 19:  Departing Alder Bay: 12:30. Arriving Alder Bay: 
daily between 10:00 and 11:00. (Please note: Passengers arriving on 
Saturday flights from May 16 to June 3 and from September 4 to October 
30 will be on a later transfer.) 
 
By air 
Pacific Coastal Airlines offers daily service between Vancouver Airport’s 
South Terminal and Port Hardy Airport (approximately 75 minutes). To 
connect with the Alder Bay water taxi, you will depart Vancouver on a 
flight between 08.00-10.00am. Farewell Harbour Lodge’s complimentary 
airport shuttle service will transfer passengers from Port Hardy Airport to 
the Alder Bay water taxi (approximately 35 minutes). If flying back to 
Vancouver from Port Hardy, your internal; flight will depart between 2.00-
5.00pm.  
 
Return transfers between Port Hardy (airport and town) and Alder Bay are 
provided complimentary by Farewell Harbour Lodge. They must be 
requested at the time of booking. 
 
What to pack 
It is suggested that you bring casual clothing that can be worn in layers; 
good walking / trekking shoes (waterproof is best), shorts, and a pair of 
light gloves (spring /fall). There is a large selection of rain gear (hooded 
jackets and bibbed pants) and rubber boots available for guests use. 
Please consider bringing items of a personal nature to be used for the 
outdoors: light jacket, windbreaker, rain gear, shorts and long pants, hats, 
gloves, extra socks, sun glasses with UV protection, sun block lotion, lip 
protector and insect repellent with deet. If you want to pack a smaller 
holdall to take to Farewell Harbour Lodge, you can store the rest of your 
luggage at the secured storage at Alder Bay. 
 
What to expect 
A low to moderate level of physical fitness is required for all tours 
including, but not limited to, the ability to walk 100 – 200 metres on 
uneven, slippery and or muddy shoreline. Please advise if guests are 
concerned with their physical capabilities so we may discuss this with 
Farewell Harbour Lodge in more detail. This tour is not suitable for those 
who require special assistance.  
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Canada with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 
 

 


