
 

Halong Bay Cruise 2020 
3 Day Cruise – 4V 

 

 
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• Two night cruise on Halong Bay • Explore the caves and beaches of this UNESCO World Heritage Site • 
Essential part of any Vietnam holiday • Extend onto Hoi An or Danang 

 

ITINERARY 
 

Day 1 - Hanoi to Halong Bay  
09:00 You will be collected from your Hanoi hotel and transferred to the cruise terminal – Cat Hai Town, Haiphong City. You will arrive where we 
aim to arrive around 11:30.  
12:00 Time to board your tender to the ORCHID CRUISE or similar 
12:15 Welcome onboard the ORCHID CRUISE where you will spend the next 2 nights in a Suite Balcony cabin. Before settling in and enjoying the 
on board facilities you are required to have a cruise briefing including some safety instructions. Enjoy a welcome drink before heading for your 
cabin. Your cruise will now commence exploring the beautiful Halong Bay - one of the New Seven Wonders of Nature. 
12:40 The cruise will continue to Da Chong islet, where you’ll be able to see a lighthouse built by the French over 100 years ago. Lunch will be 
provided while passing via the islets of Con Vit and Gia Luan. These amazing limestone karst formations rise up out of the sea in an impressive 
manner.  
15:00 You will continue to Ba Trai Dao beach area of Lan Ha Bay. The region is renowned for its pristine beaches and spectacular beauty, you may 
wish to try your hand at kayaking or simply just enjoy a swim immersed in the crystal-clear water of the bay (from October to May Lan Ha Bay - 
From June to September, you will visit Tra Bau) 
18;00 It’s time to try the authentic well-known local liquor as “Ba Kich liquor”, this is not compulsory but a great opportunity to experience a very 
tasty purple liquor. 
18:30 After spending time some time swimming in the crystal clear waters, you’ll return back to the ship, you can watch the magnificent sunset 
over the Gulf of Tonkin. Whilst onboard you may wish to join a traditional cooking class .The chef will instruct you in the making of some Vietnam 
dishes. In the early evening sit back and enjoy drinks at the bar during happy hour deal. 
19:30 Dinner will be served which will be delicious local food, prepared and served for you by the wonderful onboard catering staff. 
21:30 After dinner, why not head up to the top deck to enjoy a drink or two from the bar (additional cost) taking in the landscape of the bay at 
night. You may wish to try your hand at some night squid fishing, kick back and watching a movie or treat yourself to a massage (Bookable with 
your cruise manager, additional charge)  
23:00 End of Day One program, overnight on board B,L,D) 

 
Day 2 - Halong Bay  
06:00 The day starts early onboard ORCHID CRUISE with Tai Chi session on the sundeck. Coffee, tea and pastries for light breakfast are served in 
the dining room with morning view of bay’s landscape, then continue our journey. 
08:30 Transfer to day boat for visit Viet Hai village. You will take the bicycle trip along the village path and go through rain forests and dark tunnel.  
Enjoy stunning scenery of rice fields on the way. Stop at the village to relax. Visit an ancient local house, made from straw, mud, bamboo…you 
will have chance to see the local life on a valley of local people. Optional electric car service is available (at an extra cost). 
Back to day boat for visiting Lan Ha Bay. Lunch served on day boat. 
13:30 Visit Lan Ha Bay, free kayaking and swimming at Ba Ham Lake area situated in the middle of a narrow, rectangular area, with the all four 
sides enclosed by vertical cliffs. (if the weather permit). 
16:00 Return to ORCHID CRUISE. You will join a traditional cooking class. Our chef will instruct you in the making of some Vietnam dishes. Watch 
the magnificent sunset over the Gulf of Tonkin. In the early evening the boat has its Happy Hour deal 
19:30 Deluxe dinner is served. Enjoy delicious local food prepared and served for you by our wonderful onboard catering staff. This is a delightful 
meal in an intimate romantic setting 
21:30 Enjoy the landscape of the bay at night up on the top deck. Relax whilst enjoying drinks from the bar. Try your hand at night squid fishing, 
watching a movie in the restaurant. Overnight on board. 
23:00 End of Day Two program (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Day 3 - Halong Bay to Hanoi 
06:00 Why not rise early to witness the bay at its very best whilst enjoying an invigorating Tai Chi session on the sundeck. After a light breakfast will be served. 
Upon completing breakfast we will continue with your journey and head out in canoes to explore the bay where Toi Sang cave is located. 
09:30 Time to head back to the ship for check-out procedures and formalities.  
10:00 whilst cruising back to Halong Bay, you will be served a delightful brunch 
10:30 Enjoy a Vietnamese tea ceremony in the restaurant and learn how to enjoy Vietnamese tea and Vietnamese culture. Your tea ceremony will be held with 
your crew team giving you time to mingle.  
11:35 The time has come to bid farewell to your crew as your Halong bay cruise has come to an end. 
 

Return by road to Hanoi (approximately 02 hours’ drive) and drop off at your chosen hotel or transfer to the airport for your departure flight to 
the next destination.  

 

Orchid Cruise inclusions:  
English speaking tour guide on boat 
All meals aboard the cruise as detailed above  
Activities: Kayaking, Cooking class, Tai Chi Class, Bamboo boat, Swimming (weather permitting), Movies, Squid fishing and 
Sightseeing entrance fees 
Deluxe cabins with A/C with en-suite bathrooms 
Day boat for exploring Viet Hai village, Ba Ham lake, kayaking and tour guide for the 2nd day of 3 days/2nights package 
Welcome drink, complimentary bottle water in each cabin 
 
Orchid Cruise Exclusions:  
Any beauty or Spa treatments 
Beverages   
Tips and gratuities and other personal expenses 
Any other services that are not detailed within the itinerary. 
 
Please note: The itinerary for the Orchard Cruise is subject to change due to weather or tidal conditions without prior notice. 
Please note: The ship being used for this cruise is subject to change.  
Please note: The timings displayed in the above itinerary are for your reference and guidance only - subject to change 

 
 

Meals: B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers and final 
documents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

TOUR NOTES 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
We recommend staying in Hanoi for a few nights before the Halong Bay 
Cruise and flying onwards to Danang for a stay in Hoi An.  
 

Time difference 
GMT +7 hours (summer) +8 hours (winter) 
 

Tour inclusions 
◼ Air conditioned transport throughout 

◼ Meals as mentioned  

◼ Sightseeing as detailed including entrance fees  

◼ English speaking local guides. 

 
Tour exclusions 
◼ International flights and flight upgrades 

◼ Insurance 
◼ Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 

camera fees at monuments   
◼ Anything not detailed on the itinerary.  
 
Dining inclusions 
2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 2 dinners. 
 

Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary.  

 
Accommodation  
Occasionally we may need to substitute one or more of the hotels with that 
of a similar standard.  
 

Journey times 
Vietnam is a vast country and journey times between destinations can 
sometimes be long. Journey times are listed in the itinerary and are 
approximate.  
 

Language  
Vietnamese is the official language and it may help to learn a couple of 
phrases before you travel. There is a keen interest in English so you may find 
people keen to practice with you but it is more widely spoken in the cities. 

 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements with your GP at least 
6-8 weeks prior to travel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Visa requirements  
British nationals do not need a visa for Vietnam if travelling before 30th June 
2021 for up to 15 days stay (single entry). If travelling longer than 15 days 
then holders of UK Passports will require a visa to visit Vietnam.  
If you would like to obtain your visas prior to travel we recommend 
processing your visa directly with ‘CIBT’ who will obtain all visas and return 
your passport to you by registered post.  Contact them on 
www.uk.cibt.com/virginholidaysjourneys or 0844 800 4650. 
 

Currency  
Vietnam's unit of currency is the Dong. US dollars are by far the most 
favoured and easily exchangeable currency. It is advisable to take at least 
some of your spending money in US dollar cash, some of which needs to be 
in small denominations. The hotels accept most credit cards and ATMs are 
readily available in cities. Try not to be left with too much local currency at 
the end of your stay as it is difficult to exchange back into hard currency.  
Keep all exchange receipts for this purpose. 
 

Electricity  
The electricity supply in Vietnam is 220 volts. As the sockets vary, an 
'International travellers adapter set’ is recommended.  
 

Tipping 
It is customary to tip in most of Asia. 10% is usual in restaurants and a guide 
for drivers would be $3USD and tour guides $5USD each per guest per day.  

 
What to pack 
◼    Lightweight, cotton clothes. Smart casual is acceptable in hotels 
◼ A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings and air-
conditioning can be cool in restaurants 
◼ Comfortable, sturdy footwear 

◼ Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your hotel 
◼ Sun cream, sunglasses and hat 
◼ Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and memory cards 
◼ Swimming attire for an occasional swim 

◼ Binoculars 
◼ Mosquito repellent and spray 
◼ Handy wipes, antiseptic hand gel and bottled water where possible 

◼ Low denominations of local currency – handy for ad-hoc tipping! 
 

What to expect 
A tour in Vietnam is an adventure where anything can happen. We 
recommend you are of a reasonable fitness level as touring can involve long 
walks and uneven surfaces, this tour is not suitable for those who require 
special assistance.  
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