
 

Japan Panorama 
15 Day Guided Tour – 4-5V 

 
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• Exclusive to Virgin Holidays guests • Tokyo, Mt Fuji, Takayama, Hiroshima and Kyoto • Bullet train • Stay in 
a traditional Ryokan • Hiroshima Peace Park and A-Bomb Dome • Snow monkey and festival dates available 
 
Takayama festival departures (10 Apr & 05 Oct) the itinerary differs slightly from the standard itinerary please see below in blue  
Please ask your agent for the snow monkey departure itinerary 
 
 
 

ITINERARY 
Day 1 – Depart UK 
Depart the UK for your flight to Tokyo.  
 
Day 2 - Arrive Tokyo 
On arrival in Tokyo this afternoon, your Tour Manager will escort you to the Keio Plaza Hotel or similar for a 3 night stay in the Japanese 
capital. 
 
Day 3 - Tokyo 
Morning tour of Japan's vibrant capital visiting the site of the Imperial Palace Plaza, the Buddhist temple of Sensoji (Asakusa Kannon) and the 
famous Nakamise Shopping Street whose shops display typical Japanese souvenirs such as yukata and folding fans alongside traditional local 
snacks. The afternoon is at leisure. Take the opportunity to head to the top of the Tokyo Tower to marvel at the sweeping views of this vast 
city. Alternatively visit Harajuku, which affords the opportunity to see Japan's quirky youth fashion, and can easily be combined with a visit to 
the Meiji Jingu shrine which lies close by in Yoyogi Park. If shopping is on your agenda then you really are spoilt for choice, with Akhibara and 
its myriad of electronic stores and the designer laden Ginza shopping street. (B) 
 
Day 4 – Tokyo 
Today is at leisure. (B) 
 
Day 5 - Tokyo to Hakone 
Drive to the magnificent setting of Mount Fuji, travelling via Lake Kawaguchi and Fuji's 5th station to enjoy some spectacular views of the 
surrounding landscape. Please note that a visit to Fuji's 5th Station is weather dependent. Continue to Hakone for overnight stay at the Prince 
Hakone Lake Ashinoko or similar where you can try out a traditional hot spring spa. (B,L,D) 
Takayama departures addition: Lunch at a local restaurant before taking the Komagatake cable car. Enjoy a boat ride on Lake Ashi before 
continuing to the hotel, Hakone Palace or similar where you can try out a traditional hot spring spa (optional and local charges apply) 
 
This applies to our standard Japan Panorama and Takayma departures - Please note:  Your main luggage (1 item per person) will be collected 
this morning and transferred to Takayama for your arrival the following day. We therefore recommend you pack an overnight bag containing 
all essential items for your stay in Hakone. 

 
Day 6 – Hakone to Takayama 
This morning take the Komagatake cable car. Enjoy a boat ride on Lake Ashi, before taking the train, via Nagoya, to Takayama for your stay at 
the Associa Takayama Resort or similar. Dinner at a local restaurant. (B,D)  
Takayama departures addition: As you have already taken your cable car and boat ride on Day 5, you will be travelling straight to Takayama. 
You will have some time to freshen up for this evening’s meal at the hotel before heading out to the evening festival known as Yomatsuri. The 
festival is held in Tayayma’s old town and this is where you will get to see the festival floats being pulled through the streets. Please note: In 
event of bad weather, the evening festival may be cancelled. 
 
Day 7 – Takayama 
A walking tour of Takayama this morning takes in the beautifully preserved ambience of its old town including Miyagawa Open Air Market, 
Kami-sannomachi Street, Jinya House and Kusakabe House. Also visit the Festival Floats Museum with its excellent display of floats used during 
the spring and autumn 'matsuri'. (B) 
Tayayma deoarture addition: As you will see the floats first hand in all their glory at the evening festival, there will be no visit to the museum** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Day 8 – Takayama to Kanazawa 
Drive to Shirakawago to explore something of its captivating old farm houses, taking in the traditional architectural style of the Gasshozukuri 
houses, before proceeding, via Gokayama Village, to Kanazawa (150 KM/full day including sightseeing stops). Overnight at the ANA Crowne 
Plaza Hotel or similar. (B) 
 
This applies to our standard Japan Panorama and Takayma departures - Please note your main luggage (1 item per person) will be collected 
this morning and transferred to Hiroshima for your arrival the following day. We therefore recommend you pack an overnight bag containing 
all essential items for your stay in Kanazawa. 
 
Day 9 – Kanazawa to Hiroshima 
A morning's tour of the city takes in the beautiful landscapes of the Kenrokuen Gardens and a former Samurai House, now an interesting 
museum. The Kenroku-en gardens lie just outside Kanazawa Castle and are a mesmerising location to wander through. Other plants in the 
lovingly cared for gardens include azaleas and traditional Japanese Trees. In the afternoon, travelling first by Express Train and then by Bullet 
Train, you will head for Hiroshima (600 km/4 hours 30 minutes). Overnight at the Rihga Royal Hotel or similar. Dinner will be at a local 
restaurant with the chance to try a traditional dish known as Okonomiyaki. (B,D) 

 
Day 10 – Hiroshima and Miyajima Island  
Morning tour of the city, to include the poignant and powerful Peace Park, the A-bomb Museum and Shukukeien Gardens and Hiroshima 
castle. In the afternoon travel by coach and ferry to Miyajima Island for an overnight stay at the Iwaso Ryokan or similar. (B,D) 
Please note: Your main luggage (1 item per person) will be collected this morning and transferred to Kyoto for your arrival the following day. 
We therefore recommend you pack an overnight bag containing all essential items for your stay on Miyajima Island.  
 
Day 11 – Miyajima to Kyoto 
After breakfast enjoy the beauty of Miyajima with a walking tour and visits to the Itsukushima Shrine and Momijidani Park. In the afternoon 
return by ferry the short distance to the mainland. Continue by local train and then Bullet Train (300 km/approximately 2 hours) to Kyoto 
where you will be staying 3 nights at the ANA Crowne Plaza Kyoto or similar. (B) 

 
Day 12 – Kyoto 
Sightseeing in Kyoto includes Kinkakuji Temple, Nijo Castle and the Kiyomizu Temple. Enjoy a walk around the Gion area of Kyoto with the 
opportunity to see the famous geishas and maikos. Take part in a traditional tea ceremony. (B)  
 
Day 13 – Kyoto 
Today is at leisure with the option of a half day tour to Nara, at an extra charge and must be pre-booked before departure. (B) 

 
Day 14 – Depart Kyoto 
Today we visit the Fushimi Inari shrine where some scenes of the film, "Memoirs of a Geisha" were shot. It is most famous for Senbon Torii (one 
thousand gateways) which is painted red. There will also be a visit to the Gekkeikan Okura sake museum with the opportunity to taste sake. 
Return to the hotel to arrive mid-afternoon. There is some free time for a couple of hours to freshen up. A hospitality room will be available 
for everyone or alternatively a late checkout can be booked at a supplement. In the evening transfer to Osaka Kansai airport for the flight back 
to the UK. (B) 
 
Day 15 – Arrive UK 
Arrival in the UK around midday. 
 
Meals: B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner 
 

 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers and 
final documents. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
TOUR NOTES 
 
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
The first day of the tour is at leisure so allows you enough time to arrive and relax, 
however you must arrive in Tokyo by 5pm, if you wish to arrive earlier extra 
nights can be added in Tokyo. We recommend flying with Emirates and extending 
your tour with a few nights in Dubai.   
   
Time difference 
GMT +9 hours 
 
Tour inclusions 
�International flight in economy class, including all UK and overseas airport 
taxes and applicable fuel surcharges��
�The services of an experienced local tour manager/guide in Japan (excluding 
leisure days) 
�Private air-conditioned vehicles, exclusive to the Virgin group 
�Train journey’s on non-exclusive, air-conditioned express trains 
�Sightseeing as detailed, including entrance fees  
�Meals as specified. 
 
Tour exclusions 
� Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
� Insurance 
� Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, video 
camera fees at monuments 
� Any additional meals not shown in the itinerary  
� Anything else not detailed on the itinerary 
� Tipping. 
 
Dining inclusions 
12 breakfasts, 1 lunch and 3 dinners. 
 
Optional activities (not included and must be pre-booked) 
� Half day tour to Nara (suggested for Day 13) 
� Nikko World Heritage Tour (suggested for Day 4) 
 
Accommodation  
Japan is becoming very popular and rooms are limited, occasionally to secure 
tour dates we may need to substitute one or more of the hotels with that of a 
similar standard. 
 
Journey times 
Japan is a vast country and journey times between destinations can sometimes 
be long.  
  
Group size 
There is a maximum of 25 people per group. 
 
Language  
Japanese is the official language and it may help to learn a couple of phrases 
before you travel. A guide book with written key phases and words may help you 
to communicate. 

 

 
 
Visa requirements  
British citizens do not require a visa in order to visit Japan.  A full 
10 year passport is required and it must be valid for at least six 
months after your arrival back into the UK.  
 
Currency  
In Japan the basic unit of currency is the Yen.  We suggest that 
you take either sterling or dollar cash. Most hotels have 
exchange facilities or money can be changed at foreign 
exchange banks or authorised money exchanges. There is no 
limit to the amount of foreign currency you can bring into Japan. 
Major credit cards are acceptable at most hotels within Japan, 
such as American Express, Visa and MasterCard, but these 
should not be relied upon and it is advisable to have cash as well 
for the smaller shops. ATMs are widely available and are mostly 
open. Most do accept foreign credit or cash point cards.  

Electricity  
The electricity supply in Japan is 100 volts AC, as the sockets can 
vary a ‘Travellers Adaptor Set’ is recommended. 
 
Tipping 
Please note that tipping is not common practice in Japan. 
However, you may find that in restaurants and for some other 
services a service charge of 10% is automatically added to the 
bill.  In this case, no additional tips are expected. 
 
What to pack 
�Lightweight, cotton clothes. Smart casual is acceptable in 
hotels; some smarter clothes should be taken for the more 
upmarket restaurants in hotels 
� A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings and 
air-conditioning can be cool in restaurants 
� Comfortable, sturdy footwear 
� Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your 
hotel 
� Sun cream, sunglasses and hat��
� Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and 
memory cards��
� Swimming attire for an occasional swim 
� Handy wipes, antiseptic hand gel and bottled water where 
possible�
�Low denominations of local currency. 
 
What to expect 
A tour in Japan is an adventure where anything can happen. We 
recommend you are of a reasonable fitness level as touring 
often involves long walks and uneven surfaces, this tour may 
not be suitable for those who require special assistance.  
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Japan 
with your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 

 

 
 


