
 

Spirit Bear Lodge 
3/4 Night / 4/5 Day Tour 

 
 
 
 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Spirit Bear Lodge • Grizzly & Spirit Bear viewing trips • Whalewatching 

 

ITINERARY 
 
Day 1: Arrive at Spirit Bear Lodge 
Depart Vancouver South Terminal on Pacific Coastal Airlines scheduled service flight to Bella Bella where you are met and assisted with a 
van transfer to the Bella Bella town docks. The Spirit Bear Lodge water taxi will pick you up at the dock at for the scenic 90 minute boat 
ride to Klemtu and Spirit Bear Lodge for an afternoon arrival. After checking in and receiving a welcome orientation, the remainder of the 
day is yours to relax and enjoy the amenities of the lodge until appetizers at 18:00 and dinner at 19:00.  Enjoy an evening presentation at 
20:00 about the local coastal ecology. Learn about the seasons and behaviours of the famous local animal residents of the forest. In 
June, sedge grasses are irresistible to grizzly bear mothers and their cubs. Spotting Spirit Bears can be harder at this time until the 
salmon begin to run in the local streams in late August, early September. Spring is also a prime time for humpback whale viewing as they 
forage in the local waters for krill, herring and mackerel. Accommodation stay – Spirit Bear Lodge (D) 
 
During your stay: Spirit Bear Lodge / Great Bear Rainforest. 
For each day of your stay, after a 07:00 breakfast, meet on the dock at 08:00 for a full day of wildlife viewing adventure. You may choose 
from many available activities including: wildlife/bear viewing, kayaking, hiking, canoeing or a cultural site visit. Visit estuaries, stunning 
inlets and see spectacular waterfalls. Return in time for appetizers at 18:00, dinner at 19:00, followed by an evening presentation on 
aspects of the Great Bear Rainforest, Bears or First Nations culture. One evening during your stay you will have an opportunity to visit the 
Big House. Accommodation stay – Spirit Bear Lodge (B, L, D) 
 
Departure Day: Klemtu – Bella Bella - Vancouver 
After breakfast, pack up and depart the lodge by 08:00 to enjoy a morning of wildlife/ bear viewing on your way to Bella Bella. Bring your 
packed lunch and savour the last day of serenity in the Great Bear Rainforest. Arrive in Bella Bella in time to take your Pacific Coastal 

Airlines afternoon flight back to Vancouver. You arrive in at Vancouver South Terminal where your package comes to an end.  (B, L) 
 
 
 
Meals:  Full board including snacks, starting with dinner on day 1 and ending with lunch on the day of departure. 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 
 
* Please note: The tour activities are subject to change based on weather and anything beyond the supplier’s control. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 

TOUR NOTES 
 
Dates 
Operates between Jun – Oct ’20. 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
It is recommended that customers arrive into Canada the day before they 
join a wildlife viewing package as they are generally in remote areas and 
customers will need to catch an internal flight/ferry/transfer etc to get to  
the lodge. Similarly, we strongly advise customers to also book a post 
night following a wildlife package, if they are returning straight to the U.K. 
We can easily add on a pre or post night stay for you to make your bear 
viewing experience part of a longer trip. Our Sales Team will work with you 
to arrange the best connecting flights and book any additional hotel stays 
or experiences. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can arrange it. 
Internal flights from Vancouver South Terminal to Bella Bella are included, 
along with complimentary van transfers from Bella Bella airport and the 
town dock and water taxi between Bella Bella and Spirit Bear Lodge.   
 
Time difference 
GMT -8 hours Western Canada 
 
 
Tour inclusions 
 Accommodation for 3 or 4 nights at Spirit Bear Lodge  
 Flights between Vancouver South Terminal and Bella Bella; meet and 
greet with van transfer between Bella Bella airport and town dock; water 
taxi between Bella Bella and Spirit Bear Lodge; all transportation to bear 
viewing areas  
 Professional guide services on all programs and tours  
 Welcome briefing and orientation to the tours, viewing opportunities 
and facilities  
 Meals: full board including snacks, starting with dinner on day 1 and 
ending with lunch on the day of departure  
 Table wine with dinner  
 Full day excursion(s) to main grizzly, black and Spirit Bear viewing areas 
 Half-day morning optional excursions on departure day: cultural and 
natural history sites interpretive boat tour; black bear tracking tour  
 Whalewatching for Humpback Whales  
 Extended cultural and natural history sites interpretive walking tour  
 Evening Big House interpretive tour  
 Evening guide presentation/slide show  
 Rain gear (jacket and bib pants and rubber boots in regular sizes) 
 
4 night package also includes:  
 Full day excursion to main grizzly viewing areas on river estuaries – 
Choice of the following:- 
1. Full day Spirit Bear quest and exclusive access to viewing areas  
2. Full day Spirit Bear quest  
3. Additional full day excursions for Grizzly viewing  
4. Daytrip to Cultural site  
5. Marine tour for Humpback whale viewing (seasonal)  
6. Boat excursions to a basaltic cinder cone and the best preserved 
volcanoin Milbanke Sound  
7. Beachcombing and beach exploration of Kitasu Bay  
8. Half day interpretive tour of Kitasoo salmon hatchery facility rearing 
Chum, Coho and Sockeye  
Coastal Watchman Program user fee 
Provincial Taxes and Federal GST 
 
 
Tour exclusions 
International flight in economy class, including all UK and overseas 
airport taxes and applicable fuel surcharges 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
 Insurance 
 Gratuities - $50 per guest per night is suggested  
 Alcohol (beer, wine or spirits), unless mentioned otherwise 
 Pre and post night stays in Vancouver 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dining inclusions 
Full Board starting with dinner on day 1 and ending with lunch on the last 
day. Includes table wine with dinner. Vegetarian, as well as any other 
special dietary needs, can usually be met with advance notice. Advise of 
allergies, health concerns and / or dietary requirements must be notified 
at the time of booking. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary. Daily activities may be modified depending on 
weather and water level conditions. 
 
Accommodation  
Spirit Bear Lodge was built in 2007 and features 12 rooms with a mix of 
occupancy types including double and triple. Each room in the Spirit Bear 
Lodge features a private bathroom and shower and takes full advantage 
of the ocean and rainforest views. 
 
Children 
Minimum age is 12 years. Maximum 2 adults + 1 child per room. 
 
Important Information 
All guests are required to sign a waiver of liability prior to departure  
 Guests must have good mobility 
 Smoking is not permitted inside the lodge or during the tours. There is a 
designated smoking area on the north side of the lodge on a covered deck 
with a receptacle for cigarette butts. We don’t permit smoking in the 
lodge, on our boats or on our wildlife excursions. Bears are extremely 
sensitive to smell so any smoke or strong scents, like perfume or personal 
care products, may adversely affect the wildlife viewing experience of the 
whole group.  
 Destinations of bear viewing tours may change or be altered to 
maximize the opportunity for bear sightings on each day 
 
Visa requirements  
Under Canada’s new eTA program, British citizens WILL need to obtain an 
online authorization before flying to Canada.  
 
This requirement is mandatory.  Travellers will have the opportunity to go 
online and apply for their eTA. The earlier travellers get their eTA, the 
sooner they will benefit from knowing they have been pre-screened to 
enter Canada.  
A fee of $7 is payable for processing an application for an electronic travel 
authorization. 
An application for an electronic travel authorization must be made by 
means of an electronic system that is made available by the Department 
(Citizenship and Immigration Canada) for that purpose. 
An electronic travel authorization is valid for a period of five years from 
the day on which it is issued to the applicant or until the earliest of the 
following days, if they occur before the end of that period: 
(a) The day on which the applicant’s passport or other travel document 
expires,  
(b) The day on which the electronic travel authorization is cancelled, or  
(c) The day on which a new electronic travel authorization is issued to the 
applicant  
Visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp to arrange the eTA. 
 
Alternatively you can apply for your eTA through our partners CIBT visas 
who make the process as easy as possible and will apply for the eTA on 
your behalf. Contact them on www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays for more 
information. 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Major credit 
cards and debit cards will be accepted within the Canada. 
 
 
 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp
http://www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to Canada, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the Canadian electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter 
to change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of Canada’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture, please see below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
Gratuities: suggested amount $30 per guest per day which is shared 
between the lodge staff. 
 
 
How to get there 
Flights between Vancouver South Terminal and Bella Bella, together with 
meet and greet with van transfer between Bella Bella airport and town 
dock and return water taxi between Bella Bella and Spirit Bear Lodge are 
all included. Please note you will need to arrive into Canada before the 1st 
day of the tour, to allow time to catch your internal flight to Bella Bella 
and it is recommended that passengers book a post night in Vancouver 
before their return flight to the UK. Pre and post stays can be added at the 
time of booking. 
 
What to pack 
Guests must come prepared for all types of weather. The lodge will 
provide rubberized rain gear (jackets and bib pants) and rubber boots in all 
average sizes, so there is no need for guests to bring their own. The 
following items are suggested, and synthetic fibres, which are warm and 
quick-drying, are recommended: fleece or wool jacket; fleece or wool 
sweater; pants; long sleeve shirt; warm pants; long (thermal) underwear; 
shirts; extra shoes or sandals; wool socks; warm hat/ rain hat with brim or 
ball cap; warm gloves; sun hat; sunglasses and retainer; sunscreen; 
biodegradable toiletries; personal medication (clearly labelled); small 
backpack or bag to carry camera and personal belongs during the day; dry 
bag(s) or heavy duty zip lock bags to go inside the backpack. 
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Canada with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 
 

 


