
 

Mountain to Sea Rail Passage Tour  
11 Day Rail Tour – 3-4V 

 
 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Banff • Jasper • Prince George • Prince Rupert • Victoria • Vancouver  

 

ITINERARY 
Day 1: Arrival in Calgary 
Arrive in Calgary in time to transfer by coach from Calgary to Banff. Leave the cowboy city behind and head towards the enchanting 
Rockies. After arriving at the resort town of Banff, nestled beneath the towering Cascade Mountain, the rest of the day is at your leisure. 
Accommodation stay – 1 night in Banff. 
 
Day 2: Banff 
This morning, discover the town of Banff and its unspoiled natural surroundings on a sightseeing tour with highlights that include the 
hoodoos, curiously shaped by centuries of erosion, Surprise Corner, Tunnel Mountain Drive which overlooks the beautiful scenery of the 
Bow River Valley, and the Cave & Basin where Banff’s history began (admission is included). At the end of the tour you have the choice of 
being dropped off at the base of Sulphur Mountain for a gondola ride (ride not included) to the top of the mountain where you’ll have a 
breathtaking 360-degree view of the area. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Banff. 
 
Day 3: Banff to Jasper 
Today’s coach sightseeing transfer travels along the Icefields Parkway. Spectacular glaciers, cascading waterfalls, turquoise lakes and 
colourful meadows dot this awe-inspiring mountain wilderness. The coach will stop at the Columbia Icefield where you have the 
opportunity to venture by Ice Explorer (ride is included) onto the massive Athabasca Glacier. A brief photo stop will also be made at 
picturesque Lake Louise.  Accommodation stay – 1 night in Jasper. 
 
Day 4: Via Rail – Jasper to Prince George 
Prepare for an early afternoon departure for your rail trip to Prince George onboard VIA Rail. This daylight journey takes you past Mount 
Robson, the highest peak in the Canadian Rockies and across British Columbia’s northern region through old forest into Prince George. 
The evening is free for exploration.  Accommodation stay – 1 night in Prince George. 
 
Day 5: Via Rail – Prince George to Prince Rupert 
Reboard the train for an early morning departure and the continuation of your journey to Prince Rupert. Spend a day aboard the train, 
absorbing yourself in the dramatic scenery as you relax in comfort.  Accommodation stay – 1 night in Prince Rupert. 
 
Day 6: Inside Passage Cruise Prince Rupert to Port Hardy* 
Welcome to the glorious Inside Passage, a paradise for photographers and wildlife enthusiasts. Sail to Vancouver Island through a maze 
of enchanting islands, relishing the ever-changing vistas of deep fjords, densely forested shorelines, massive ice-flows and jagged inlets. 
Watch bald eagles soaring overhead, sea lions slumbering on the rocks and whales traversing the offshore waters. Transfer 
independently to your Port Hardy hotel. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Port Hardy* 
*For departures with the Inside Passage sailings up to May 24 and September 27 onwards, the cruise will depart in the afternoon and 
overnight will be on board the ferry in an outboard cabin and not in Port Hardy. The cruise will end in the morning at Port Hardy. 
 
Day 7: Port Hardy to Victoria 
Today you board a scheduled coach transfer to Victoria. Travelling down the length of Vancouver Island, you pass through some of the 
most rugged landscapes of the west coast. Arriving in the provincial capital of Victoria, check into your hotel where the remainder of the 
day is at leisure.  Accommodation stay – 1 night in Victoria. 
 
Day 8: Victoria 
Take the day to explore the charms and delights of Victoria. Today you'll participate in a whalewatching tour. Cruise the waters of the 
harbour as the soft rays of the setting sun outline some of the orca or grey whales that you may see on this relaxing, serene tour. 
(Victoria Whale Watching Tour by catamaran 3.5 - 4 hours). Accommodation stay – 1 night in Victoria. 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 9: Victoria to Vancouver 
A last morning in Victoria before transferring by coach and ferry to Vancouver. After checking in at your hotel, relax enjoying the 
amenities of the property, or perhaps arrange a tour to some of the some of the historic districts such as Gastown or Chinatown. 
Accommodation stay – 1 night in Vancouver. 
 
Day 10: Vancouver 
Today is at leisure in Vancouver. Take some time and peruse the shops and restaurants of Robson Street. A short trip to Stanley Park 
provides walkers with the ideal location to enjoy a casual stroll through the kilometers of pathways, while the aquarium always delights 
visitors with the antics of the friendly beluga whales. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Vancouver. 
 
Day 11: End of Tour  
Today your package comes to an end as you independently transfer to Vancouver International Airport in time to check in for your return 
flight or continue to your next destination. 
 
 
Meals: This tour is based on room only basis. 

 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TOUR NOTES 
 
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
If you would like to extend your trip or make the tour part of a longer holiday, 
we can easily add on pre or post night stays for you. Our Sales Team will work 
with you to arrange the best connecting flights and book any additional hotel 
stays and experiences. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can arrange it. 
Please ensure you arrive in Calgary early enough to catch the transfer to Banff 
on Day 1. You may want to arrive in Calgary the day before so you can catch a 
morning transfer to maximise your time in Banff.  
 
Time difference 
GMT -5 hours Eastern Canada 
GMT -8 hours Western Canada  
 
Tour inclusions 
 Accommodation for 10 nights 
 Transfer from Calgary to Banff 
 3 hour sightseeing tour of Banff 
Full day sightseeing transfer from Banff to Jasper with stop at the 
Columbia Icefields and Ice Explorer ride (ride included) 
 Jasper / Prince George / Prince Rupert rail passage on VIA Rail’s 
Route (Economy). Meals not included for economy. 
 Prince Rupert to Port Hardy Inside Passage cruise (passenger only) 
Please note: up to May 24 and  September 27 onwards, the 
Cruise will be overnight 
 Transfer from Port Hardy to Victoria 
 Transfer from Victoria to Vancouver 
 3.5 hour whale watching tour by catamaran in Victoria 
 Travel & Information kit 
 Provincial Taxes and Federal GST and/or HST, less tour package rebate 
 
Tour exclusions 
International flights 
VIA Rail upgrade to Touring Class if required which includes 3 meals and 
access to the Park Car with lounge and views 
 Transfers, unless otherwise stated 
 Insurance 
Airport improvement fee 
National Park entrance fees 
Meals and attractions unless otherwise stated. 
 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, video 
camera fees at monuments   
 The required Canada Electronic Authorization (eTA)  
 Anything not detailed on the itinerary. 
 
Dining inclusions 
Room only basis. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary.  
 
Accommodation  
Accommodation listed on the itinerary is a mix of 3-4V graded properties. 
Please note some tours are up to 3 weeks in duration and there may be some 
nights when staying in remote locations e.g. the National Parks, when the ‘V’ 
rating may vary. Hotels are subject to change up until 30 days prior to 
departure, but you will be advised of any changes. 
 
Visa requirements  
Under Canada’s new eTA program, British citizens WILL need to obtain an 
online authorization before flying to Canada.  
 
This new entry requirement is mandatory. Travellers will have the opportunity 
to go online and apply for their eTA. The earlier travellers get their eTA, the 
sooner they will benefit from knowing they have been pre-screened to enter 
Canada.  
A fee of $7 is payable for processing an application for an electronic travel 
authorization. 
An application for an electronic travel authorization must be made by means of 
an electronic system that is made available by the Department (Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada) for that purpose. 

An electronic travel authorization is valid for a period of five years from the day 
on which it is issued to the applicant or until the earliest of the following days, 
if they occur before the end of that period: 
(a) The day on which the applicant’s passport or other travel document expires,  
(b) The day on which the electronic travel authorization is cancelled, or  
(c) The day on which a new electronic travel authorization is issued to the 
applicant  
Visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp to arrange the eTA. 
 
Alternatively you can apply for your eTA through our partners CIBT visas 
who make the process as easy as possible and will apply for the eTA on 
your behalf. Contact them on www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays for more 
information. 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Major credit 
cards and debit cards will be accepted within the Canada. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to Canada, you may need an adaptor to fit 
the Canadian electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter to change 
the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of Canada’s service economy and their taxation system, all 
visitors should understand that this is a part of the local culture; please see 
below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
 Waiters/Waitresses: 15% - 20% for average - good service, more for 
exceptional service. 
 Bartenders: $1 - $2 a round -or- 15% to 20% of the tab, with a minimum of 
50 cents per soft drink, $1 per alcoholic drink. 
 Room Service: 15% - 20%  
 Taxi driver: Varies depending on locality. Assume 15% will be enough; an 
extra $1 to $2 for help with bags. 
 Hotel doorman: $1 per bag for help with luggage; $1 per person for hailing a 
cab. 
 Any tour guide: $5 per person, per day. 
 
 
What to expect 
We recommend you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves long 
walks and uneven surfaces; this tour is not suitable for those who require 
special assistance. Please note this is not an escorted tour and apart from the 
tours which are included in the package, the rest of your trip is free for you to 
explore independently. 
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Canada with your GP 
at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp
http://www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays

