
 

Rockies Rail Adventure  
11 Day Rail Tour – 3-4V 

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
Calgary • Banff • Jasper • VIA Rail Jasper to Vancouver • Vancouver • Whistler • Sightseeing floatplane • 
Victoria 

 

ITINERARY 
Day 1: Arrival in Calgary 
Arrive at Calgary’s International airport and transfer independently to your centrally located hotel. Pick up your information kit at the 
front desk as you check in. The remainder of the day is at leisure to create your own urban adventure in this dynamic city and form your 
first impressions of Western Canada. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Calgary. 
 
Day 2: Calgary to Banff 
This morning is your transfer to Banff bringing you through the ranching country west of Calgary. Arrive in Banff and check in at your 
hotel. The remainder of the day is free for exploring the town of Banff. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Banff. 
 
Day 3: Banff  
This morning, discover the resort town of Banff and its natural surroundings on a comprehensive sightseeing tour. You’ll take the Tunnel 
Mountain Drive to see the town of Banff. Take a walk along Lake Minnewanka, before the tour continues to Sulphur Mountain. Here you 
can take the Banff Gondola ride to the top of the mountain (Gondola ride is not included). The remainder of the day is at leisure. 
Accommodation stay – 1 night in Banff 
 
Day 4: Banff to Jasper  
Leave Banff and travel north along the famous Icefields Parkway into the untamed wilderness of Jasper National Park. Every turn unveils 
spectacular vistas of indomitable peaks, outstretched valleys, cascading waterfalls and colourful meadows. At the Columbia Icefield, 
take the opportunity to tour onto the surface of the Athabasca Glacier on board the Ice Explorer (ride included). Accommodation stay – 
1 night in Jasper.  
 
Day 5: Jasper to Vancouver Aboard VIA Rail’s THE CANADIAN 
Today you board VIA Rail’s The Canadian heading west to Vancouver. You will have some of the most spectacular views of the Rockies, 
interior British Columbia and the Coastal Mountains. You will pass by rugged mountain peaks, arid ranchland and rolling, wind-swept 
hills. Overnight aboard VIA Rail’s The Canadian (L,D). 
 
Day 6: Vancouver  
After you arrive in Vancouver this morning, transfer independently to your hotel. Today you will enjoy a Hop-on Hop-off trolley tour of 
Vancouver to familiarise yourself with this oceanside city. The tour highlights include historic Gastown, nearby Chinatown, Stanley Park, 
English Bay and more. After the tour, the remainder of the day is at leisure to explore this fascinating city. Accommodation stay –1 
night in Vancouver (B). 
 
Day 7: Vancouver 
Today is at leisure in Vancouver. Take some time and peruse the shops and restaurants of Robson Street, or perhaps visit Chinatown for 
a taste of Asian culture. A short trip to Stanley Park provides walkers with the ideal location to enjoy a casual stroll through the 
kilometers of pathways, while the aquarium always delights visitors with the antics of the friendly beluga whales. Accommodation stay 
–1 night in Vancouver. 
 
Day 8: Vancouver to Whistler  
Today you are picked up from your hotel and depart on a fully-narrated mini-coach tour along the Sea-to-Sky highway including 
viewpoint stops along the way. Arrive in Whistler before noon with time to explore this amazing resort, as well as an included visit to the 
Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre for an interactive look on the First Nation people that inhabited the area for thousands of years. 
Accommodation stay – 1 night in Whistler. 
 
Day 9: Whistler 
The day is free to independently explore the sights, sounds and attractions of this former host of the Winter Olympics. Perhaps arrange a 
canoe trip around one of the local lakes, or indulge yourself in a sumptuous culinary tour that samples some of the world-class 
restaurants featuring menus with delicacies both local and exotic. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Whistler 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
Day 10: Whistler to Victoria 
After your transfer from your hotel to Whistler’s Green Lake float plane dock, you take to the skies for a breathtaking one hour flight 
with Harbour Air to downtown Victoria. Fly high above Whistler Valley, passing glacial lakes, lush alpine meadows, the Strait of Georgia 
and the beautiful Gulf Islands. From the docks in the Inner Harbour, transfer independently to your Victoria hotel where the remainder of 
the day is at leisure. Accommodation stay – 1 night in Victoria. 
 
Day 11: Victoria to Vancouver 
Take the morning to explore vibrant Victoria and its picturesque Inner Harbour before boarding a fully-narrated coach tour to the world-
famous Butchart Gardens. Marvel at the thousands of flowers arranged along the many pathways and ponds, attracting horticulturalists 
from around the world. Afterwards, board BC Ferries for a daytime sailing to Vancouver through scenic Active Pass. Upon arrival in 
Vancouver, your package comes to an end. 
 
Meals: This tour is based on room only basis. 

 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TOUR NOTES 
 
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
If you would like to extend your trip or make the tour part of a longer holiday, 
we can easily add on pre or post night stays for you. Our Sales Team will work 
with you to arrange the best connecting flights and book any additional hotel 
stays or experiences. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can arrange it. 
Please ensure you arrive in Calgary early enough to catch the transfer to Banff 
on Day 1. You may want to arrive in Calgary the day before so you can catch a 
morning transfer to maximise your time in Banff.  
 
Time difference 
GMT -5 hours Eastern Canada 
 
Tour inclusions 
 Scheduled transfer from Calgary to Banff 
 Accommodation for 9 nights (including 1 night on board The Canadian) 
 3 hour sightseeing tour of Banff 
 Full day sightseeing transfer from Banff to Jasper including stop at Columbia 
Icefields (Ice Explorer ride included) 
 Transfer from Jasper hotel to train station 
 Overnight train ride from Jasper to Vancouver on The Canadian section 
Accommodation (SLEEPER TOURING CLASS) – upper/lower berth with privacy 
curtain. Privileges include fine dining, choice of comfortable accommodation, a 
shower in each sleeping car and exclusive use of park and skyline car lounges 
and domes. 
 Hop-on Hop-off trolley tour of Vancouver with Vancouver Lookout 
admission 
 Sightseeing transfer from Vancouver to Whistler including admission to 
SquamishLil’wat Cultural Centre 
 Transfer from Whistler hotel to Green Lake Floatplane 
 Sightseeing floatplane transfer from Whistler to Victoria 
 Sightseeing tour of Victoria including Butchart Gardens 
 Transfer from Victoria to Vancouver including ferry passage on board BC 
Ferries 
 One (1) lunch, One (1) dinner and one (1) breakfast onboard VIA Rail 
 Travel & Information kit 
 Provincial Taxes and Federal GST and/or HST, less tour package rebate 
 
Tour exclusions 
International flights 
VIA Rail upgrade to Sleeper Plus class if required, which includes a private 
cabin for one or two people with toilet facilities and air conditioning. The room 
contains comfortable armchairs in the daytime, which convert to upper and 
lower beds at night. Access to a shower room, just a few steps away, with a 
complimentary shower kit containing soap, shampoo, cap, towel and 
washcloth. 
 Transfers unless otherwise stated 
 Insurance 
Meals and attractions unless otherwise stated. 
 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities 
 The required Canada Electronic Authorization (eTA) 
 National park entrance fees 
 Anything not detailed on the itinerary. 
 
Dining inclusions 
Room only basis. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary.  
 
Accommodation  
Accommodation listed on the itinerary is a mix of 3-4V graded properties. 
Please note some tours are up to 3 weeks in duration and there may be some 
nights when staying in remote locations e.g. the National Parks, when the ‘V’ 
rating may vary. Hotels are subject to change up until 30 days prior to 
departure, but you will be advised of any changes. 
 
Visa requirements  
Under Canada’s new eTA program, British citizens WILL need to obtain an 
online authorization before flying to Canada.  
 
This new entry requirement is mandatory. Travellers will have the opportunity 
to go online and apply for their eTA. The earlier travellers get their eTA, the 

sooner they will benefit from knowing they have been pre-screened to enter 
Canada.  
A fee of $7 is payable for processing an application for an electronic travel 
authorization. 
An application for an electronic travel authorization must be made by means of 
an electronic system that is made available by the Department (Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada) for that purpose. 
An electronic travel authorization is valid for a period of five years from the day 
on which it is issued to the applicant or until the earliest of the following days, 
if they occur before the end of that period: 
(a) The day on which the applicant’s passport or other travel document expires,  
(b) The day on which the electronic travel authorization is cancelled, or  
(c) The day on which a new electronic travel authorization is issued to the 
applicant  
Visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp to arrange the eTA. 
 
Alternatively you can apply for your eTA through our partners CIBT visas who 
make the process as easy as possible and will apply for the eTA on your behalf. 
Contact them on www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays for more information. 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Major credit 
cards and debit cards will be accepted within the Canada. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to Canada, you may need an adaptor to fit 
the Canadian electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter to change 
the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of Canada’s service economy and their taxation system, all 
visitors should understand that this is a part of the local culture; please see 
below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
 Waiters/Waitresses: 15% - 20% for average - good service, more for 
exceptional service. 
 Bartenders: $1 - $2 a round -or- 15% to 20% of the tab, with a minimum of 
50 cents per soft drink, $1 per alcoholic drink. 
 Room Service: 15% - 20%  
 Taxi driver: Varies depending on locality. Assume 15% will be enough; an 
extra $1 to $2 for help with bags. 
 Hotel doorman: $1 per bag for help with luggage; $1 per person for hailing a 
cab. 
 
 
What to expect 
We recommend you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves long 
walks and uneven surfaces; this tour is not suitable for those who require 
special assistance. Please note this is not an escorted tour and apart from any 
tours which are included in the package, the rest of your trip is free for you to 
explore independently. 
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Canada with your GP 
at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp
http://www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays

