
 

 
Sonora Resort Adventure 

2 Night/3 Day Tour 
 
 
 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Sonora Resort • Grizzly Bears (optional) • Eco-nature boat tour • Wildlife Viewing • Wilderness luxury 

 

ITINERARY 
 
Day 1: Arrive at Sonora 
Your adventure into the wilds of British Columbia starts with your arrival by helicopter / seaplane from Vancouver or by water taxi from 
Campbell River. Get checked in and relax for a time before enjoying a dinner prepared with local ingredients and infused with tastes of 
the Old and New Worlds. Perhaps take some time to consult with the hotel staff as to what activities are planned for tomorrow. You may 
prebook excursions at time of booking. Dinner included. Accommodation stay – Sonora Resort (D) 
 
Day 2: Sonora Resort 
Included today is a guided 1-hour nature eco-tour on board an 8.53 m Zodiac boat accompanied by a knowledgeable local guide. On this 
extraordinary tour, you will receive a fascinating commentary while viewing wildlife in its natural habitat. The rest of the day you are free 
to enjoy the many facilities and optional excursions available to all guests of the resort. Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy hiking, swimming, 
archery lessons (add charge) and tennis throughout their stay. Other activities include (at an additional cost) golf, whale watching, spa 
treatments, salmon fishing trips or guided bear watching trips (prebook at time of booking). In the evening, sit down to a gourmet dinner 
and sip a fine wine or mingle with other guests in one of the lounges or games room.  Accommodation stay – Sonora Resort (B, L, D) 
 
Day 3: Depart Sonora Resort 
Today after breakfast, perhaps take some time to independently explore the area around the resort. Or, arrange to try your hand at 
fishing for pacific salmon on one of the shorter morning tours (at additional cost). Enjoy a delicious lunch before departing the resort for 
your journey back to Vancouver or Campbell River. Breakfast and lunch included. (B, L) 
 
 
Meals:  2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 2 dinners at Sonora Resort on 2 night tour. 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. Pre / Post accommodation can be arranged in Vancouver or Campbell River. 
 
* Please note: The tour schedule is subject to change based on weather and anything beyond the supplier’s control. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 

TOUR NOTES 
 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
It is recommended that customers arrive into Canada the day before they 
join a wildlife viewing package as they are generally in remote areas and 
customers will need to catch an internal flight/boat/transfer to get to  
the lodge. Similarly, we strongly advise customers to also book a post 
night following a wildlife package, if they are returning straight to the U.K. 
We can easily add on a pre or post night stay for you to make your bear 
viewing experience part of a longer trip. Our Sales Team will work with you 
to arrange the best connecting flights and book any additional hotel stays 
or experiences. Internal flights to/from Vancouver Airport to Sonora 
Resort or water taxi transfers to/from Campbell River, as well as internal 
flights to Campbell River, can be added at the time of booking. Simply tell 
us what you’d like and we can arrange it.  
 
Time difference 
GMT -8 hours Western Canada 
 
 
Tour inclusions 
 Accommodation: 2 nights at Sonora Resort (Gold room) 
 Meals: Full board beginning with dinner on day 1 and 
ending with lunch on day 3, soft and alcoholic drinks 
 Day 2: Eco-nature tour by boat 
 Supplied clothing and equipment: good quality light and 
heavy rain and windproof, outer layers, rubber boots 
and umbrella 
 Use of resort facilities: tennis courts, outdoor swimming 
pool, exercise equipment, hiking trails, movie theatre, 
indoor golf simulator and stocked trout pond with fishing 
tackle 
  Provincial Taxes and Federal GST 
 
 
Tour exclusions 
International flight in economy class, including all UK and overseas 
airport taxes and applicable fuel surcharges 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
 Insurance 
 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 
video camera fees at monuments   
 The required Canada Electronic Authorization (eTA)  
 Anything not detailed on the itinerary 
 Transportation to and from the resort – see ‘How to get there’ below 
  Gratuity (recommended staff gratuity is $45 per person, per day at 
Sonora Resort) 
Guided bear watching (5 hours) - Guests at Sonora Resort are offered 
the rare chance to observe the elusive west coast grizzly bear as it moves 
freely in its natural environment. Step aboard an eco-tour boat for the 
one-hour trip to the lands of the Homalco First Nations band. From one of 
five 3 metre high viewing stands, you will have an unobtrusive view of the 
bears’ home territory to observe these shy, yet magnificent animals pluck 
salmon directly from the waters of the river. This trip can be added at time 
of booking. 
 
 
Dining inclusions 
Meals: dinner from day 1 until lunch on last day included at Sonora Resort. 
Vegetarian, as well as any other special dietary needs, can be met with 
advance notice. Advise of allergies, health concerns and / or dietary 
requirements at the time of booking. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary. Daily activities may be modified depending on 
weather and water level conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Acommodation  
Sonora Resort, a Relais & Chateaux property, is a full service, 5-star resort 
with all modern amenities and conveniences. All rooms have an ocean 
view, fireplace, Internet, telephone, free mini-bar, soaker tubs and 
separate shower. 
 
Children 
Minimum age is 6 years. Maximum 3 guests per room (2 adults + 1 child). 
 
Visa requirements  
Under Canada’s new eTA program, British citizens WILL need to obtain an 
online authorization before flying to Canada.  
 
This requirement is mandatory.  Travellers will have the opportunity to go 
online and apply for their eTA. The earlier travellers get their eTA, the 
sooner they will benefit from knowing they have been pre-screened to 
enter Canada.  
A fee of $7 is payable for processing an application for an electronic travel 
authorization. 
An application for an electronic travel authorization must be made by 
means of an electronic system that is made available by the Department 
(Citizenship and Immigration Canada) for that purpose. 
An electronic travel authorization is valid for a period of five years from 
the day on which it is issued to the applicant or until the earliest of the 
following days, if they occur before the end of that period: 
(a) The day on which the applicant’s passport or other travel document 
expires,  
(b) The day on which the electronic travel authorization is cancelled, or  
(c) The day on which a new electronic travel authorization is issued to the 
applicant  
Visit: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp to arrange the eTA. 
 
Alternatively you can apply for your eTA through our partners CIBT visas 
who make the process as easy as possible and will apply for the eTA on 
your behalf. Contact them on www.cibtvisas.co.uk/virginholidays for more 
information. 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Major credit 
cards and debit cards will be accepted within the Canada. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to Canada, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the Canadian electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter 
to change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of Canada’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture; please see below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
Gratuities: suggested amount $45 per guest per day which is shared 
between the lodge staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/eta-start.asp
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How to get there 
You can either fly from Vancouver Airport, South Terminal to Sonora 
Resort, or you can make your way to Campbell River and catch a water taxi 
to the resort. Please note you will need to arrive into Canada before the 1st 
day of the tour, to allow time to make your way to Sonora Resort and 
passengers returning to Campbell River after their stay are strongly 
suggested to book a post night in Campbell River before they return to 
Vancouver for their return International flight to the U.K. 
 
From Campbell River 
You can drive to Campbell River –  
Travelling north from Victoria, take Highway 1 north for 1.5 hours to 
Nanaimo (110 km). From Nanaimo, take Highway 19 north for 1.5 hours 
(155 km), or take the scenic route along the Ocean Highway 19A, passing 
through the town of Parksville, to Campbell River. Once in Campbell River, 
turn right onto Jubilee Parkway. Turn left at Dogwood Street. Stay on 
Dogwood Street all the way into the City of Campbell River. Dogwood 
Street crosses Provincial Route 19A Island Highway straight into the 
Discovery Harbour Mall.  
From Port Hardy, take Highway 19 south for approximately 3 hours, 
passing through the town of Port McNeill, to Campbell River. Once in 
Campbell River, go over the bridge and turn left onto Island Highway 19A. 
Continue for 2.5 km until you see Discovery Harbour Mall on your left. 
Continue into the mall – stay straight in the left lane to the end. Turn right 
at Starbucks Coffee and Coastal Community Credit Union. The ramp to G 
Dock-Way West Water Taxi’s office and Sonora Resort vessel is in the 
gravel parking lot to the right of the mall. Long term parking is available 
there at no charge. A Sonora Resort representative will meet you at the 
top of the G Dock ramp to assist you with your luggage. 
 
You can fly to Campbell River - 
If arriving by air, Pacific Coastal Airlines offers daily service between 
Vancouver Airport (South Terminal) and Campbell River. Passengers are 
required to request departure time at the time of booking. You can then 
catch a taxi to the dock to meet the water taxi. Please request internal 
flights to Campbell River at time of booking (additional cost). 
 
From Campbell River you then catch the water taxi which takes you from 
Campbell River to Sonora Resort. The water taxi departs daily at 15:00 
(check in at 14:30) and takes approx. 75 minutes. 
The return water taxi from Sonora Resort departs daily at 13:00. 
 
The water taxi transfers must be added to your booking at time of booking 
and are at an additional cost. 
 
 
From Vancouver 
London Air Helicopters offers flights between Signature Flight Support 
(near Vancouver Airport South Terminal) and Sonora Resort 
(approximately 50 minutes). The flight operates from Vancouver on 
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and departs at 15:00 (check in 
14:30). 
The return flight also operates Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and 
departs Sonora Resort at 16:00. 
 
The flights must be added at time of booking and are at an additional 
cost. 
 
Luggage Information 
The maximum luggage allowance on board London Air helicopters is 11 
kg/ 25 lb per passenger. Excessive luggage may be stored at Signature 
Flight Support at no charge and picked up on the way back. Passengers 
flying one way and taking water taxi between Sonora and Campbell River 
the other way have to make their own arrangements for luggage 
transportation or pack accordingly. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Directions 
Signature Flight Support is located at 5360 Airport Road South, Richmond, 
British Columbia V7B 1B4. Driving from Vancouver downtown take  
Granville Street south to the airport area, then follow signs for South 
Terminal. Entering the South Terminal, you will see a large building called 
the London Aviation Centre. Continue to pass it on your right side. Turn 
right onto Airport Road South. Complimentary parking is available for 
Sonora Resort guests in the parking spots marked “London Air Services,” 
on a first come, first served basis. Paid parking is also available. 
 
Please note you can book one-way or return transfers between either 
Vancouver or Campbell River and Sonora Resort, so you could travel by 
water taxi one way from Campbell River and return to Vancouver by 
helicopter or vice versa, or you can book return transfers. 
 
 
What to pack 
It is suggested that you bring casual clothing that can be worn in layers; 
good walking / trekking shoes (waterproof is best), shorts, and a pair of 
light gloves (spring /fall). There is a large selection of rain gear (hooded 
jackets and bibbed pants) and rubber boots available for guests use. 
Please consider bringing items of a personal nature to be used for the 
outdoors: light jacket, windbreaker, rain gear, shorts and long pants, hats, 
gloves, extra socks, sun glasses with UV protection, sun block lotion, lip 
protector and insect repellent with deet, cameras, memory cards.  
 
If you want to pack a smaller holdall to take to Sonora Resort, if catching 
the helicopter transfer, you can store the rest of your luggage at the 
secured storage at London Air Helicopters. 
 
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Canada with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 
 

 


