
 

The Great Eastern Cities 
10 Day Escorted Tour 

 
 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• New York • Niagara Falls • Amish Country • Washington, D.C. • Philadelphia • New York 
 

TOUR FEATURES 
• Morning city tour of New York City 
• Welcome reception to meet with your ATI Tour Director and fellow travelers  
• Meet & Greet at the airport by an ATI representative 
•. Wine tasting in the beautiful Finger Lakes District 
•. Time to stroll the mighty banks of Niagara Falls 
• Tour Gettysburg National Military Park 
• In Philadelphia, see the Liberty Bell, “Let Freedom Ring” 
• Exciting city tour of the Nation’s Capital, Washington, D.C. 

 

ITINERARY 
Day 1: UK– New York  
Fly with from the UK to New York. Arrive in New York, the city that never sleeps, and meet your ATI tour director at the airport in New 
York who will assist you with pre-arranged seat-in transfer to your hotel. ATI welcome reception in the evening. Accommodation stay – 
2 Nights in New York. 
 
Day 2: New York 
This morning enjoy a city tour of New York which includes some of the most famous sights of Manhattan. Catch glimpses of the famous 
skyline as you absorb the bustle and energy of the Big Apple. The rest of today is at leisure. Your ATI Tour Director will assist you in 
making plans. May we suggest a stroll through Central Park, a bird’s eye view on a Manhattan Helicopter Tour (optional), or reenact 
history with a kiss in Times Square. Bring your camera! 
 
Day 3: New York – Finger Lakes - Niagara Falls (Approximately 470 miles) 
Today, drive across New York State through the Finger Lakes Country and towards the Canadian border, arriving at one of the world’s 
natural wonders, breathtaking Niagara Falls. Indulge in a spot of wine-tasting at Watkins Glen, on the shores of Lake Seneca, named for 
the Seneca Indian Nation. Spend the evening at the romantic Niagara Falls. Accommodation stay – 1 Night in Niagara Falls. 
 
Day 4: Niagara Falls – Amish Country (Approximately 284 miles) 
This morning you will have time to explore the Falls. Perhaps take a ride aboard the Maid of the Mist and a lunch overlooking the falls 
(optional), or stroll along Table Rock to view the thundering waters of the Horseshoe Falls. Depart Niagara and travel into Pennsylvania 
Dutch country, also known as Amish Country, for your overnight stay. Accommodation stay – 1 Night in Amish Country. 
 
Day 5: Amish Country – Gettysburg – Washington, D.C. (Approximately 237 miles) 
This morning travel through the Appalachian Mountains along the picturesque Susquehanna River, the longest river on the American 
East Coast. Visit the historic Gettysburg Civil War National Battleground, site of the largest battle ever fought on American soil, and the 
place where President Lincoln gave his famous address in 1863. From here, you will journey to the nation’s capital, Washington, D.C., 
where you may enjoy a memorable evening tour and dinner (optional). Accommodation stay – 2 Nights in Washington D.C. 
 
Day 6: Washington, D.C. 
Enjoy a city tour with such highlights as the U.S. Capitol Building, Supreme Court, Library of Congress, the F.B.I. Building, Washington 
Monument, Lincoln Memorial, the White House and Arlington National Cemetery, site of the JFK Memorial. Spend the remainder of the 
day exploring some of the many museums comprising the Smithsonian Institute or simply stroll the banks of the Potamac River. 
 
Day 7: Washington, D.C. – Philadelphia (Approximately 158 miles) 
This morning, we continue our journey to Philadelphia, the “City of Brotherly Love” and the birthplace of America, where the Declaration 
of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776. Here you will see Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell on a comprehensive city tour. 
Accommodation stay – 1 Night in Philadelphia. 
 
 
 
Day 8: Philadelphia – New York (Approximately 108 miles) 



 
 

This morning we return to New York City, where you will check-in at the Lexington New York or similar. The rest of the day is at leisure for 
you to explore the Big Apple. Perhaps enjoy some last minute shopping on 5th Avenue. Accommodation stay – 1 Night in New York. 
 
Days 9-10: New York – UK 
This morning is at leisure before you check-out of your hotel. We will transfer you by Supershuttle to any of the New York Airports (JFK or 
EWR) for your overnight flight home back to the UK. Arrive in the UK on day 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Meals: This tour is based on a Room only basis 
  
*Denotes local charge – Optional trips and excursions listed on the itinerary are bookable and payable locally.  

 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 
 
All hotels & locations are subject to change based on availability, final hotel list will be confirmed 10 days before departure 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exclusive to Virgin Holidays: 
 

 Complimentary Virgin Holidays 
tour kit 

 Lunch at the Skylon Tower, 
Niagara Falls 



 
 
 
 
TOUR NOTES 
 
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Passenger Service Assistance Toll-Free Number 
In the event that your Tour Director is not available or in any emergency, please 
feel free to contact our Field Operations Department in Los Angeles by dialing 
toll free: 1 (800)-800-8942 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
If you would like to extend your trip or make the tour part of a longer 
holiday, we can easily add on a pre or post night stays for you. Our Sales 
Team will work with you to arrange the best connecting flights and book 
any additional hotel stays. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can 
arrange it. 
 
Time difference 

GMT -5 hours  
 
Tour inclusions 
Meet & Greet at the airport 
 Pre-arranged (seat-in) airport transfers  
Private air conditioned motorcoach transportation throughout 
Accommodation and sightseeing as listed above 
Service of an English Speaking guide. 
 
Tour exclusions 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
 Insurance 
 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 
video camera fees at monuments   
 The required ESTA application 
 Anything not detailed on the itinerary. 
 
Dining inclusions 
Room Only  
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary.  
 
Optionals 
Tours will be listed in the itinerary. Should you choose to participate in an 
additional excursion, payment to the tour director can be made with cash, 
traveller’s cheques, or credit card. We encourage you to request and save 
your receipt. Please note that optional tours cannot be booked in 
advance, as many require a minimum number of passengers in order to 
operate.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Optional list is based on previous year. Final selection 
may change. 
 
 Cruise the Hudson and enjoy fabulous views of the Statue of Liberty 
 Hornblower Niagara Cruise with lunch at Niagara Falls 
 Washington Monuments at night with dinner in fashionable D.C. 
 Immerse within Washington, D.C.’s historic and scientific museums 
 “All-American” Picnic at a surprise destination en route 
 Manhattan Helicopter Ride 
Circle Line 2 Hour Harbor Cruise 
Niagara Falls Boat Ride and Lunch 
Niagara Helicopter Tour (8-10 minute flight) 
Washington DC Night Tour and Dinner 
Spirit of Philadelphia Harbor Cruise Including Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Occupancy  

It is important to keep in mind that in U. S. hotels, rooms that have been 
booked for two people may contain one or two beds, of varying sizes. 
Normally, hotel rooms contain one Queen / King Size bed, or two Double 
beds. A room with two Double beds is considered suitable for three or four 
occupants. Unlike other areas of the world, it is extremely rare to find a 
“triple” room, or a room containing three beds. Oftentimes, hotels are 
able to provide an additional “roll-away” bed (for a nominal nightly fee, to 
be paid on an individual basis by the passenger directly to the hotel.) 
Please be aware that such extra beds are not available in the National 
Parks, in some older hotels, and in areas where fire regulations place strict 
restrictions on the number of guests and/or beds in a room. While 
requests can certainly be made ahead of time, and while every effort will 
be made to secure a room that meets your specific bedding needs, ATI 
cannot guarantee bedding arrangements at any given hotel, as these 
arrangements lie wholly within the discretion of each hotel. 
 
Journey times 
Please note due to long distances covered on some of the tours, there will 
be some days when the majority of the day will be spent on the coach, so 
just sit back and enjoy the view. 
 
Group size 
Maximum approximately 56 passengers (full coach).  
 
Language  
Departures will operate as multilingual (English and Dutch spoken). 
 
Visa requirements  
It's mandatory for everyone travelling to or transferring through the US, 
under the Visa Waiver Program, to obtain approval to travel no later than 
72 hours prior to travel by completing an online process ESTA (Electronic 
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) scheme. 
Failure to obtain an ESTA could result in the passenger being denied 
boarding by the airline. 
The cost of an ESTA is currently approx $14 per person and can be 
obtained by visiting https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov. Once completed & 
approved, the ESTA application is valid for two years and allows multiple 
visits without the need to reapply – simply update your details on the 
same website. Travelers can apply for an ESTA even if they have no firm 
plans to travel to the US. 
If you need any further information on the ESTA or you have any other 
visa queries, then try the Visit USA Website atwww.visitusa.org.uk where 
further information on the scheme and up to date fee can also be found. 
The ESTA is very similar to the automated visa that you purchase to enter 
Australia and is completely paperless 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in the US is the US dollar and Canada is CAD. 
Optional excursions will need to be paid locally by cash to the tour guide. 
Major credit cards and debit cards will be accepted within the US. 
 
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to the USA, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the US electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter to 
change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tipping 

https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/esta.html
http://www.visitusa.org.uk/


 
 
Tipping is a big part of the USA’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture; please see below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
 Waiters/Waitresses: 15% - 20% for average - good service, more for 
exceptional service. 
 Bartenders: $1 - $2 a round -or- 15% to 20% of the tab, with a 
minimum of 50 cents per soft drink, $1 per alcoholic drink. 
 Room Service: 15% - 20%  
 Taxi driver: Varies depending on locality. Assume 15% will be enough; 
an extra $1 to $2 for help with bags. 
 Hotel doorman: $1 per bag for help with luggage; $1 per person for 
hailing a cab. 
 Tour guide: $5 per person, per day in your party.  
 
What to expect 
We recommend you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves 
long walks and uneven surfaces; this tour is not suitable for those who 
require special assistance.  
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for the USA with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 
 
TOUR JOINING INSTRUCTIONS  
 

HOTEL ARRIVAL & TOUR COMMENCEMENT: 
 
You will be met by an American Tours International (ATI) representative at 
the exit of the terminal (after you pick up your luggage and go through 
Immigration and customs). The ATI Representative will be standing next 
to the Virgin Holidays representative. The ATI representative will take you 
to the seat-in airport transfer and they will wait with you until you get on 
the shuttle and answer any questions you may have.   
Below please find the relevant information about the hotel and the shuttle 
in case you need it. 
 
Airport Transfer 
Super Shuttle door to door service is available to transfer passengers from 
New York’s three airports to hotels in Manhattan. Upon Your Arrival to JFK, 
LGA or EWR follow the Ground Transportation desk near the baggage 
claim area. Ask an agent to arrange for SuperShuttle service or you can 
call SuperShuttle direct from the courtesy phone next to the Ground 
Transportation desk. 
 
Day 1 (Saturday): Upon arrival, passengers should check-in at the front 
desk of their New York hotel and identify themselves as participants of 
ATI’s Great Eastern Cities escorted tour. Passengers are welcome to stop 
by the ATI Hospitality Desk between the hours of 2:00 pm and 8:00 pm to 
meet the ATI Tour Director. 
 
Day 2 (Sunday): ATI’s New York City Tour departs at 8:30 am. Passengers 
should meet ATI’s Tour Director in the lobby of the hotel at 8:15 am. 
 
 
TOUR CONCLUSION: 
 
Day 9 (Sunday): ATI’s Gone with the Wind Motorcoach Tour concludes 
upon check out from their New York hotel. Passengers will be transferred 
to the airport via seat-in shuttle from the hotel. For your return to the 
airport, call 212-258-3826 at least 24 hours in advanced for reservations. 
 
AIRPORT TRANSFER: 
Seat-in shuttle (SuperShuttle) will be included. ATI’s Tour Director will 
assist passengers with transfer vouchers.  

 


