
 

A World in One Country 2019 
14 Day Tour – 4V 

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
Tour exclusive to Virgin Holidays guests • Johannesburg & Pretoria • Mpumalanga Lowveld • Kruger 
National Park • Swaziland • KwaZulu-Natal & Durban • The Garden Route • Cape Town & the Winelands 

 

ITINERARY 
 
Day 1 – Sunday  
Jumbo and a warm welcome to Africa! -Upon arrival in Johannesburg airport, you will be met and transferred to Protea Hotel Wanderers or 
similar for an overnight stay. Spend the rest of the day at leisure or take an optional afternoon Soweto tour (bookable locally). Later this 
evening at 19:00 you will met up with your tour guide again for a briefing about the tour and meet your fellow travllers.  

 
Day 2- Monday 
Leaving Johannesburg’s distinctive skyline behind, head for Pretoria, South Africa’s capital city, for a short orientation tour before continuing 
to Mpumalanga. Dropping several hundred feet into the lush subtropical region of the Lowveld, we travel via the historic towns of Dullstroom 
and Lydenburg. After traversing the famous Long Tom Pass, we travel via Sabie and arrive late afternoon into Hazyview, the safari hub of the 
Kruger National Park. Stay at Perry’s Bridge Hollow or similar for the next 3 nights (B)  
 
Day 3 - Tuesday 
After a sumptuous early morning breakfast, we journey up the awe inspiring Panorama Route with its forested mountains and fertile plains. 
After viewing the Blyde River Canyon (home to the Three Rondawels), Bourke’s Luck Potholes and God’s Window before arriving back in 
Hazyview in the early afternoon. The free time allows for a lazy afternoon relaxing around the pool or an exciting afternoon game activity in 
the Kruger National park that is bookable locally. (B) 
 
Day 4 – Wednesday 
Leave before breakfast in an open safari vehicle in search of the ‘Big Five’ and all manner of wondrous wildlife in the Kruger National Park.  
Afternoon at leisure. (B) 
 
Day 5 - Thursday 
Enjoy an enchanting drive to the tiny Kingdom of Swaziland (approx. 2-3hrs) , a former British Protection Territory, now ruled by King MsWati 
III. An interactive cultural experience and lunch introduces you to the charming people of Swaziland and their traditions. Continue through 
the capital city, Mbabane, and on to the beautiful Ezulwini Valley, home to the vibrant Ezulwini Craft Market where you will stay at Royal Swazi 
Spa Hotel or similar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 6 - Friday 
Start the day with a true African shopping experience at the vibrant Ezulwini Craft Market which is packed with woven baskets, beadwork and 
carvings.  Afterwards, we travel into Zululand (approx. 4hrs), passing traditional round huts and endless vistas. Arrive mid-afternoon at Anew 
Hotel Hluhluwe & Safaris or similar. (B)  
 
Day 7 - Saturday 
This morning enjoy a cruise on Lake St Lucia before departing for Durban (approx. 2-3hrs) via the lush KwaZulu Natal coastline en-route to 
Durban, arriving in the early afternoon at Protea Hotel Umhlanga or similar. The remainder of the afternoon is at leisure. (B) 
 
Day 8 - Sunday 
After breakfast you are collected and transferred to King Shaka International Airport for your morning flight to Port Elizabeth. On arrival, you 
will be met by a new guide who, upon everyone arriving, will guide you through the glorious indigenous Tsitsikamma Forest, before reaching 
Knysna (approximately 3 hours), perhaps South Africa's most visually stunning resort in the heart of the famous Garden Route. Stay at The Rex 
Hotel or similar for the next 2 nights. (B,D)  
 
Day 9 - Monday 
Cruise the vast Knysna Lagoon and visit the Featherbed Nature Reserve. Enjoy an amazing view of the imposing sandstone 'Heads' which guard 
the sea entrance to Knysna's huge tidal lagoon, and the forests, marshes and pristine beaches beyond. After lunch, the remainder of the day 
is at leisure. (B,L)  

 
 
 



  
 

 
Day 10 - Tuesday 
Today we enjoy the wonderful views of the Outeniqua Pass en- route to Oudtshoorn (approximately 4-5 hours), the 'feather capital of the 
world', so named because it is the centre of South Africa's ostrich industry. After lunch which features Ostrich Steak on the menu, enjoy a tour 
of an Ostrich farm and learn about these creatures.  We then head underground for a fascinating tour of the Cango Caves, one of South Africa's 
natural wonders.  Stay overnight at Hlangana Lodge or similar. (B,L)  
 
Day 11– Wednesday 
Today there is an option (own account and subject to availability) to enjoy an early morning Meerkat Safari. Witness these incredible wild 
habituated creatures emerging out of their burrows, in time to soak up the sun before they head about their daily activities (weather 
permitting).  
 
After this thrilling experience, head back for a delicious breakfast. After breakfast, the journey continues through the 'Little Karoo' to 
Barrydale, where you will have the opportunity to visit a local farm school, interact with the children and teachers, spending time with them 
in the classroom learning more about the local farming community, before travelling to Montagu, a picturesque and historic spa town. (The 
school visit is subject to the school being open). Continue to Franschhoek, a picturesque village surrounded by spectacular vineyards, where 
French Huguenots settled more than 300 years ago, bringing with them their age-old French wine and food culture. From here you will be 
transferred to Cape Town, spectacularly set at the foot of Table Mountain. Stay at Hotel President or similar for the next 3 nights. (B)  
 
Day 12 – Thursday 
Enjoy a full day at leisure. Perhaps join a sightseeing tour to Table Mountain (own account) or simply explore the city. Although a small city, 
Cape Town is packed with sightseeing attractions, excellent bars, cafes and restaurants as well as colourful craft markets. Alternatively relax 
on one of Cape Town's many pristine beaches. Enjoy an evening of delicious Cape food, captivating theatre and entertaining tales and songs 
about the people of the Cape. (B/D)  
 
Day 13 - Friday 
Tour the ruggedly beautiful Cape Peninsula today via the Atlantic Seaboard. We stop at the fishing village of Hout Bay, where you can take an 
optional cruise to Seal Island   to watch the antics of these natural performers. Then we continue to the Cape Point Nature Reserve.  En-route 
back to Cape Town you'll drive through the quaint naval village of Simons town before stopping off at Boulders Beach to see the penguins! (B) 
 
Day 14 - Saturday 
Alas you tour has come to an end. Today you will be transferred back to Cape Town airport for your onward travel arrangements back to the 
UK. (B) 
 
 
Meals: B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers and 
final documents. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

TOUR NOTES 
 

 
Pre/Post Tour Options 
The first day of your tour is at leisure but if you wanted to arrive 
earlier extra nights are available at the Protea Hotel Wanderers.  
We recommend a beach stay in Mauritius after this tour or extend 
in Cape Town. 
 
Time difference 
GMT +1 hour (summer) +2 hours (winter) 
 

Tour inclusions 
Private transportation throughout with an English speaking 
driver/guide 
Airport transfers included 
Sightseeing as detailed including entrance fees 
This tour is operated by Thompsons Africa and is not exclusive 
to Virgin Holidays guests. 
 
Tour Exclusions 
International flight with Virgin Atlantic in economy class, 
including all UK and overseas airport taxes and applicable fuel 
surcharges 
Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
Insurance 
Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry or tips & 
gratuities 
Anything not detailed on the itinerary 
 
Optional activities (not included and bookable locally) 
Afternoon Soweto Tour 
Full day Kruger Park Safari 
Afternoon Game Drive at Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park 
Durban city tour or Ushaka Marine World 
Boat trip to Seal Island near Hout Bay Harbour 
Extra Sunset game drive in Kruger 
Excursion to Monkey Land or Birds of Eden 
Meerkat Safari 
 
Dining inclusions 
13 breakfasts, 3 lunches and 3 dinners. 


Accommodation  
Occasionally we may need to substitute one or more of the hotels 
with that of a similar standard, also adverse weather conditions 
could mean a hotel or itinerary needs to be altered. 
 

Transportation  
Shared air-conditioned vehicles throughout 
 

Journey times 
South Africa is a vast country and hence journey times between 
resorts/towns can at times be long.  Journey times are listed in the 
itinerary and are approximate. 
 
Group size 
There is a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 25 people per 
group/coach. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Language  
South Africa has 11 official languages although English is widely 
spoken.  

 
Visa requirements  
British Citizens do not require a visa for South Africa Parents 
travelling to South Africa with children may be asked to show the 
child’s full birth certificate, and where only one parent is 
accompanying, proof of parental or legal authority to travel with 
the child. 
 

Currency  
The currency in South Africa is the South African Rand.  You can 
change money at the exchange desks in the airport arrival hall or 
use the airport cash points for local currency.  You may want to 
carry small amounts of local currency for tips and to buy 
souvenirs from vendors too. 
 

Electricity  
The voltage in South Africa is 220 volts and they use unique 
round 3 pin plugs, so we recommend a travel adaptor set.   
 

Tipping 
It is customary to tip. In restaurants 10-15% is the norm. A 
guideline of US$10 per person per day for rangers or guides and 
US$5 per day for general lodge staff is recommended. 
 

What to pack  
Lightweight, cotton clothes you can layer for during the day 
A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings 
Comfortable, enclosed and sturdy footwear for game drives 

Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your 
lodge/hotel 
Sun cream, sunglasses and hat 
Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and memory 
cards 
Swimwear for an optional swim in the pool  
Binoculars 
Insect repellent and spray 
Handy wipes, hand gel and bottled water where possible 

Low denominations of local currency – handy for ad-hoc 
tipping! 
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for South 
Africa with your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 

 
Local Contact Details 
Thompsons Africa Customer Care Centre 
Tel: +27 (31) 275 3500 
Email: customer.care@thompsonsafrica.com  
24-Hours, 7 Days a week including all public holidays 
 

mailto:customer.care@thompsonsafrica.com

