
 

Wildlife of India 2020 
9 Day Private Tour – 4V 

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• Exclusive to Virgin Holidays guests • Delhi • Bandhavgarh • Kanha (Inspiration for the Jungle Book) • Delhi   

 

ITINERARY 
 
Day 1  
Welcome to India! On arrival at Delhi, you will be met by a representative of Eastbound before transferring to your hotel Novotel Aerocity or 
similar (standard room) for an overnight stay.  The rest of the day is at leisure.  
 
Day 2   
After breakfast, you will transfer back to Delhi Airport for your flight to Jabalpur.  Upon arrival you will met by your driver and driven to 
Bandhavgarh (approximately 170 kms and 3 hours 30 minutes) where you will check into the Bandhav Vilas or similar (cottage room) for the 
next three nights.  Bandhavgarh National Park covers 450sq km of the landscape of Madhya Pradesh, and is dominated by the imposing bastions 
of its famous fortress, boasting the highest concentration of tigers. Legendary home to the elusive white tigers of Rewa, you will hear the cries 
of macaques, lemurs, hornbills and fish eagles. Spend the morning and afternoon of both days on game drives. You will also get the opportunity 
to take a wander through a local village to experience the untapped life of rural India and the incredible birdlife. (B) 
 
Day 3  
Morning and afternoon game drives with the possibility, in addition to tigers, of seeing leopards, sloths and the rare swamp deer B,L,D) 
 
Day 4 
Morning and afternoon game drives with the possibility, in addition to tigers, of seeing leopards, sloths and the rare swamp deer. In the evening 
there is an opportunity to visit a nearby village and interact with the locals, learning their culture and traditions. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 5  
After breakfast continue by road to Kanha (260 km and approximately 6 hours and 30 minutes), the inspiration for Rudyard Kipling’s ‘Jungle 
Book’. Check in for 3 nights at the Chitvan Jungle Lodge or similar (Jal cottage room). Kanha is blessed with a dazzling array of birdlife, with over 
300 species recorded here. It’s also probably one of the best locations in India to view the elusive tiger with any degree of regularity (at last count 
there were reported to be nearly 140 of these magnificent beasts living in the park), as well as being home to Indian bison, leopard and the 
unique barasingha (swamp deer), dramatically saved from the brink of extinction. Enjoy a morning game drive and then the afternoon is at 
leisure. (B,L,D) 
 
Days 6 & 7 
Morning and afternoon game drives with the possibility, in addition to tigers, of seeing leopards, sloths and the rare swamp deer. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 
This morning you will be driven to Nagpur airport (approximately 280km 6 hours) for your flight to Delhi. On arrival at Delhi, you will be met by 
a representative of Cox & Kings India before transferring to your hotel Novotel Aerocity or similar (standard room) for an overnight stay.  The 
rest of the day is at leisure.  
 
Day 9  
After breakfast, you will be met by a representative from Eastbound in the hotel lobby and transferred to the airport for your onward flight 
arrangements or for your extension to Goa (B) 
 
Meals: B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner 
 
Notes:  
We feel it is important to point out that although India contains a great variety of wildlife, the huge concentration of animals seen so often in the African bush 
cannot be seen here. The mainly forested terrain makes viewing more difficult, and the animals are generally more shy and retiring, and live in scattered groups, 
or even as solitary individuals. Having said this, the excitement of exploring the wildlife parks of India, perhaps for this very reason, is something you will never 
forget. Please note that your local guide cannot accompany you on the game drive. You will be accompanied by one of the park naturalists. Bandhavgarh National 
Park is closed on a Wednesday, if arriving on this day an afternoon safari will not be possible, alternative arrangements will be made.   

 

Bandhavgarh National Park Safari Times    Kanha Tiger Reserve Safari Times 
Winter  06:00 – 09:30  Afternoon 15:00 – 18:30    Winter 06:00 – 11:00 Afternoon 15:00 – 18:00  
Summer 06:00 – 09:30 Afternoon 15:30 -19:00    Summer 06:00 – 10:00 Afternoon 15:30 – 18:30 

 



 

 
TOUR NOTES 
 
Pre/Post Tour Options 
The first day of the tour is at leisure so allows you enough time to arrive and 
relax. If you wish to arrive earlier extra nights can be added to your tour in 
the Novotel Aerocity. We recommend extending your stay on the tropical 
beaches of Goa.  
 

A Private Tour  
This is a private itinerary, where you will travel with a driver and be met by 
local English-speaking tour guides for any included sightseeing. 
 

What to expect 
A tour in India is an adventure where anything can happen. We recommend 
you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves long walks and 
uneven surfaces, this tour is not suitable for those who require special 
assistance.  
 

Time difference 
GMT +5 ½ hours (summer) +6 ½ hours (winter) 
 

Tour inclusions 
◼ Private air-conditioned transport throughout.  

◼ Sightseeing as detailed including entrance fees, still camera fees and 

game drives at both Bandhavgarh and Kanah.  
◼ The services of an experienced local guide in each destination.  

◼ Road taxes, parking fees, fuel surcharges, interstate taxes and porterage 

at airports and train stations.  
 
Tour exclusions 
◼ International flights from the UK, including all UK and overseas airport 
taxes and applicable fuel surcharges. 

◼ Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK.  

◼ Insurance.   
◼ Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 

video camera fees at monuments.   
◼ The required Indian visa – details will be provided at time of booking.   

◼ Anything else not detailed on the itinerary.  
 
Dining inclusions 
8 breakfasts, 6 lunch and 6 dinners. 
 

Included activities 
◼ Game drives in National Parks in open jeeps with English speaking 
naturalist/guide.  
◼ Tours listed in the itinerary.  
 
Accommodation  
Occasionally we may need to substitute one or more of the hotels with that 
of a similar standard.  
 

Journey times 
India is a vast country and journey times between destinations can 
sometimes be long. Journey times are listed in the itinerary and are 
approximate.  
 

Luggage  
Internal flights are booked with Jet Airways who have a luggage allowance 
of 15kg. You may purchase extra baggage with the airline upon check-in 
 

Language  
English is widely spoken in India.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Visa requirements  
An Indian visa is required for all British passport holders and MUST be 
obtained before your arrival in India. You can now apply for an e-Visa at a 
cost of up to $25 USD per person at 
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/tvoa.html. The application must be 
completed no later than days prior to your arrival in India. Your e-visa will 
be valid for 60 days from the date of your arrival.  You should ensure that 
your passport is valid for 6 months beyond your departure date from India 
and have at least two blank pages.  
 

Currency  
At the time of writing the Indian Rupee cannot be exported or imported to 
India. There is no limit to the amount of sterling travellers’ cheques or 
currency (or equivalent) that can be taken into India. If you are carrying 
more than $1000 this must be declared at customs. There are plenty of 
banks and ATMs, but you see less once you head out of the cities, so make 
sure you have enough to cover your drinks and ad-hoc item bills. You may 
want to carry small amounts of local currency for tips and to buy souvenirs 
from vendors too! Please note: Not all smaller hotels and shops can accept 
credit cards. 
 

Electricity  
The electricity supply in India is 220 volts, most hotels have a three round 
pin sockets so we recommend a travel adaptor set.  
 

Tipping 
It is customary to tip in India. 10% is usual in restaurants and a guide for 
rangers, tour guides and drivers would be £2.50 or $5 each per guest per 
day.  
 

What to pack 
◼    Lightweight, cotton clothes. Smart casual is acceptable in hotels.  
◼ A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings and air-
conditioning can be cool in restaurants.  
◼ Comfortable, enclosed and sturdy footwear for game drives. 

◼ Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your 
hotel/lodge.  
◼ Sun cream, sunglasses and hat. 
◼ Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and memory cards. 
◼ Swimming attire for an occasional swim. 

◼ Binoculars. 
◼ Mosquito repellent and spray. 
◼ Handy wipes, antiseptic hand gel and bottled water where possible. 

◼ Low denominations of local currency – handy for ad-hoc tipping! 

◼ For visits to religious monuments and buildings clothing rules may 
apply, for example covering shoulders or removing footwear, your local 
guide can advise where necessary.  
 

What to expect 
A tour in India is an adventure where anything can happen. We recommend 
you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves long walks and 
uneven surfaces, this tour is not suitable for those who require special 
assistance.  

 
Recommended vaccinations  
◼ We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for India with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 

https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/tvoa.html
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/tvoa.html

