
	

 Yala Explorer 2019 
4 Day Extension – 4V, 5V or Boutique 

 
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• Yala National Park Extension • Jeep safaris to spot leopard, bears, elephant and more • Beachfront hotels in Yala  
• Optional flights available • Add to your beach stay • 4V, 5V or Boutique hotel options available  
 

ITINERARY 
 

Day 1: Depart Colombo     
Today you will be transferred from your chosen beach or Colombo hotel to Yala National Park. The road transfer from Colombo or Negombo 
is approximately 5–6 hours; alternatively you can fly with Cinnamon Air (approximately 1 hour). As Yala is on the south-eastern coast you 
can start or end this extension in any of the beach resorts in Sri Lanka.  
 
Yala is Sri Lanka’s most known National Park is popular for Elephant, Leopard, Bear, Crocodile and Wild Boar. 97,800 hectares in extent, this 
is the second largest of Sri Lanka’s National Parks. Its open undulating terrain made it famous for elephants for many years, but recently the 
park has also received much fame through publicity by National Geographic and the Discovery TV channels, which focused on a leopard 
research/conservation and identification project. Claims have subsequently been made that Yala National Park has one of the world’s 
highest concentration of leopard per square kilometre. Enjoy 3 nights at Jetwing Yala or similar (4V option), Cinnamon Wild or similar (5V 
option) or Chena Huts or similar (boutique option). (B,D) **Chena Huts is based on an All Inclusive basis 
 
Days 2–3: Yala National Park 
An exciting jeep safari awaits — early this morning you will start your first journey into Yala National Park. A packed light breakfast, along 
with a few refreshments, will be offered during this 4-hour excursion. This is a great opportunity to spot the elusive leopards and wild 
elephants, among many other beasts, as you venture deeper into the wild. Return to your hotel for lunch before you start your afternoon 
safari.  

 
Day 4: Depart Yala  
This morning you will drive back to Colombo or your chosen beach hotel. Alternatively you can fly with Cinnamon Air. (B)  
 
Meals: B=Breakfast, D=Dinner 
 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers and 
final documents. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 	
	

 
 
 
TOUR NOTES 
	
 
Pre/Post Tour Options 
This Yala Explorer is a 3 night extension designed to fit in-between your 
stay in your chosen beach hotel. As Yala is on the south-eastern coast of 
Sri Lanka you can combine this extension to most beach resorts from 
Negombo right the way down to Tangalle. Alternatively if you wish to stay 
in Negombo or Colombo you can add an internal flight with Cinnamon Air. 
 
Time difference	
GMT +5 ½ hours (summer) +6 ½ hours (winter) 
 
Tour inclusions  
n Air-conditioned transport with private driver/guide 
n Sightseeing as detailed including entrance fees and still camera fees  
n Accommodation and meal inclusions as mentioned 
n Road taxes, parking fees, fuel surcharges and porterage at airports 
 
Tour exclusions  
n International flight, including all UK and overseas airport taxes and 
applicable fuel surcharges  
n Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK  
n Insurance  
n Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips & gratuities, 
video camera fees at monuments   
n Anything not detailed on the itinerary 
 
Accommodation  
Occasionally due to availability or other circumstances we may need to 
substitute one or more of the hotels with that of a similar standard 
 
Journey times  
Sri Lankan roads are windy and there are few highways so journey times 
between destinations can be very long, those listed in the itinerary are 
approximate. If optional excursions are added or ad hoc visits are required 
this may add extra time on the roads. This tour have been designed by our 
destination experts so we have tried to build in free time to relax and 
added internal flights where we think cutting journey times may improve 
guest’s experience.  
In some instances you may want to add an internal flight to cut transfer 
times, for the Yala Explorer you can add the Colombo to Weerawila (for 
Yala) flight for an additional cost, please ask your Virgin Holidays agent 
 
Language  
English is widely spoken in Sri Lanka 
 
Visa requirements  
Holders of UK Passports will require a visa to visit Sri Lanka. This must be 
obtained in advance for US$30.00 and can be completed at: 
http://www.eta.gov.lk/slvisa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Currency  
The Currency in Sri Lanka is the Sri Lankan Rupee. There are plenty of 
banks and ATMs, but you see less once you head out of the cities, so make 
sure you have enough to cover your drinks and ad-hoc item bills. You may 
want to carry small amounts of local currency for tips and to buy 
souvenirs from vendors too! Please note that not all smaller hotels and 
shops can accept credit cards 
 
Electricity  
The electricity supply in Sri Lanka is 230 volts, as the sockets vary, an 
'International traveller’s adapter set’ is recommended 
 
Tipping  
It is customary to tip in Sri Lanka. 10% is usual in restaurants (this is often 
included in the bill as a service charge) and a guide for your driver/guide 
or ranger would be $5 per traveller per day. 
 
What to pack  
n Lightweight, cotton clothes, smart casual is acceptable  
n A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings and air-
conditioning can be cool in restaurants  
n Comfortable, enclosed and sturdy footwear for walking and game-
drives  
n Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your 
hotel/lodge  
n Sun cream, sunglasses and hat  
n Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and memory cards  
n Swimming attire for an occasional swim  
n Binoculars  
n Mosquito repellent and spray  
n Handy wipes, antiseptic hand gel and bottled water where possible  
n For visits to religious monuments and buildings clothing rules may 
apply, for example covering shoulders or removing footwear, your local 
guide can advise where necessary  
n Low denominations of local currency - handy for ad-hoc tipping!  
 
What to expect  
A tour in Sri Lanka is an adventure where anything can happen. We 
recommend you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves long 
walks and uneven surfaces, this tour is not suitable for those who require 
special assistance.  
 
Recommended vaccinations  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for Sri Lanka with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel.	

 

	
 


