
	  

Western Highlights 
12 Day Guided Tour – 3-4V 

 
 
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
• San Francisco • Yosemite National Park • Monterey and Carmel • Las Vegas • Grand Canyon  
• Los Angeles 
 

TOUR FEATURES 
• Welcome reception to meet your ATI Tour Director and fellow travellers 
•“All-American” picnic at a surprise destination en route 
• Guided sightseeing tour of San Francisco including Union Square and Fisherman’s Wharf 
• Full day excursion to Grand Canyon (West Rim) 
• Visit the glamorous desert retreat of Palm Springs 
• Enjoy a comprehensive city tour of Los Angeles including Beverly Hills, Hollywood and the birthplace of Los Angeles, Olvera Street 
• Stop at an iconic California lifeguard tower 
• “Shop ‘til you drop” at discount designer outlets in Las Vegas 

 

ITINERARY 
Day 1: UK - San Francisco 
Fly from the UK to San Francisco. Arrive at San Francisco International Airport and transfer independently to your hotel. Your ATI Tour 
Director will meet you this afternoon. In the evening, join your fellow travellers for a welcome reception. Accommodation stay – 3 
nights at the Holiday Inn Golden Gateway or similar. 
 
Day 2: San Francisco 
This morning, join a half-day city tour which includes Union Square, the Civic Center and Fisherman’s Wharf. From the top of Twin Peaks, 
enjoy the spectacular view and see for yourself why many consider San Francisco the most beautiful city in America. Enjoy the afternoon 
at leisure in “the City by the Bay”, perhaps a cable car ride to Fisherman’s Wharf where you may enjoy a taste of San Francisco: local 
seafood, famous sourdough breads or decadent Ghiradelli’s Chocolate. You can take a stroll by Sea Lions Marina to observe them frolic 
and play. Be sure to gaze across the bay to Alcatraz Island where America’s most wanted such as Al Capone and ”Machine Gun” Kelly 
were incarcerated. Or visit Union Square for a shopping stop at Macy’s Department Store. Your ATI Tour Director will be on hand to assist 
you in planning your next two days in the city. 
 
Day 3: San Francisco (Monterey/Carmel optional trip* - approximately 250 miles) 
Join an optional tour to Monterey and Carmel. Travel along the Pacific Coast to the Monterey Bay Peninsula. Visit Cannery Row, made 
famous by the John Steinbeck novel. Your optional package includes admission to the famous Monterey Bay Aquarium, showcasing some 
200 exhibits on marine life and one of the most respected aquariums in the world. Continue on the 17-mile drive, admiring the natural 
scenery and gorgeous homes. Enjoy time in the charming community of Carmel, known for its art galleries and shops before returning to 
San Francisco. 
 
Day 4: San Francisco – Yosemite (approximately 312 miles) 
Join the group for an included all day adventure to Yosemite National Park. Known for its magnificent waterfalls, granite peaks and 
remarkable wildlife, Yosemite is one of America’s favorite National Parks. We will explore the park by motorcoach, but you will also have 
time on the valley floor to enjoy the spectacular scenery and enjoy an included all American picnic.  Accommodation stay – 1 night at 
the Piccadilly Fresno or similar. 
 
Day 5: Yosemite – Mojave Desert – Las Vegas (approximately 450 miles) 
Today, travel through the Mojave Desert on your way to Las Vegas. A late afternoon arrival in the dazzling “Entertainment Capital of the 
World” will give you enough time to start enjoying this fantastic city right away. Your ATI Tour Director will assist you in arranging all you 
want to do whether it is shopping, seeing a show, enjoying the fine dining, or joining an optional evening tour.  Accommodation stay – 3 
nights at the Luxor Las Vegas - Pyramid Rooms or similar. 
 
Day 6: Las Vegas – Grand Canyon – Las Vegas (approximately 330 miles) 
This morning we stop at the iconic Las Vegas Welcome Sign where you may wish to capture a photo memory of Las Vegas before making 
your way to an included day trip to the Grand Canyon. On the way, admire the beauty of Lake Mead, the largest reservoir in the U.S. 
formed by the Hoover Dam. At the Grand Canyon, you will have time to explore the views on your own and if you choose, join an optional 
helicopter trip over the canyon, a rafting trip on the Colorado, or walk on the Skywalk platform. 



	  
	  

 
Day 7: Las Vegas (Zion Optional Trip* -approximately 360 miles) 
The day is yours to choose how you spend it. Maybe do a little shopping at one of the fine shopping outlets in Las Vegas, lounge by the 
pool, or join an optional tour. One of the possibilities would be a full day trip to Zion National Park. Zion is known for its majestic canyons, 
waterfalls, and amazing wildlife. Your day visit will include a guided walk as well as an All-American picnic lunch. 
 
Day 8:  Las Vegas – Palm Springs – Los Angeles (approximately 400 miles)  
Today your journey takes you from Las Vegas through Palm Springs, the winter playground for Hollywood royalty, with its lively 
downtown area and immaculately kept golf courses at the base of the rugged San Jacinto Mountains. This city in the desert was once 
known as the winter retreat of stars like Frank Sinatra, Jane Russell and Elvis Presley. Today it is a flourishing resort town with great 
shops, restaurants and year round desert climate. A sea of wind turbines mark the entrance to this desert oasis. Along the way you will 
pass through Indio, home to the International Date Festival due to the abundance of this crop in the Coachella Valley. In the late 
afternoon, arrive in Los Angeles. Accommodation stay- 3 nights at the Crowne Plaza Los Angeles Harbor – San Pedro, or similar. 
 
Day 9: Los Angeles – Hollywood – Beverly Hills – Los Angeles 
This morning, you will enjoy a comprehensive city tour of Los Angeles including the hip Santa Monica, glamorous Hollywood and posh 
Beverly Hills. You will be able to stop by the “finish line” of Historic Route 66, see an iconic Californian lifeguard tower made famous by 
“Baywatch”, walk on the boulevard of stars and take a great photo of the famous Hollywood sign. The afternoon is yours to explore more 
on your own or join an optional excursion to Universal Studios where you will learn all about how movies are made. 
 
Day 10: Los Angeles (The O.C./San Diego optional trip* - approximately 260 miles) 
Today enjoy an optional full day excursion to San Diego. Travel south through San Juan Capistrano and San Clemente to San Diego, the 
second largest city in California. San Diego enjoys year round mild weather and a location on the San Diego Bay. Enjoy a city tour 
including the historic Old Town, the Gas Lamp district, and the bay front picturesque Seaport Village. For a different view of the city, you 
can join an optional cruise on the bay before returning to Los Angeles in the late afternoon. 
 
Days 11-12: Los Angeles - UK 
This morning enjoy some free time at leisure, before you check out of your hotel. Supershuttle will transfer you to Los Angeles airport 
where you will catch your overnight flight home back to the UK. Arrive on day 12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meals: This tour is based on a Room Only basis. 
  
*Denotes local charge – Optional trips and excursions listed on the itinerary are bookable and payable locally.  

 
This is a set tour itinerary, if you have booked any pre/post or optional tour arrangements please refer to your separate vouchers 
and final documents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Exclusive to Virgin Holidays: 
 

ü Complimentary Virgin Holidays tour kit 
ü Guided historical walk of the Queen Mary followed 

by an invitation to dine with the Ship’s captain learn 
more about the history of the ship 

ü  



	  
TOUR NOTES 
	  
For current departure dates and prices please check our website  
 
Passenger Service Assistance Toll-Free Number 
In the event that your Tour Director is not available or in any emergency, please 
feel free to contact our Field Operations Department in Los Angeles by dialing 
toll free: 
1 (800)-800-8942 
 
Pre/Post Tour information 
If you would like to extend your trip or make the tour part of a longer 
holiday, we can easily add on a pre or post night stays for you. Our Sales 
Team will work with you to arrange the best connecting flights and book 
any additional hotel stays. Simply tell us what you’d like and we can 
arrange it. 
 
Time difference	  
GMT -8 hours  
 
Hotel List 
San Francisco - Holiday Inn Golden Gateway (or similar) 
Fresno - Piccadilly Inn Shaw (or similar) 
Las Vegas - Luxor Las Vegas - Pyramid Rooms (or similar) 
Los Angeles - Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Torrance - South Bay (or similar) 
 
Tour inclusions 
■ Private air-conditioned motorcoach transportation throughout	  
■ Accommodation and sightseeing as listed above	  
■ Service of an English-speaking guide 
 
Tour exclusions 
■ International flight in economy class, including all UK and overseas 
airport taxes and applicable fuel surcharges 
■ Flight upgrades and airport transfers in the UK 
■	  Insurance	  
■	  Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, tips and gratuities, 
video camera fees at monuments   
■ The required ESTA application 
■	  Anything not detailed on the itinerary	  
	  
Dining inclusions 
Room Only. 
 
Included activities 
Tours listed in the itinerary.  
 
Optionals 
Tours will be listed in the itinerary. Should you choose to participate in an 
additional excursion, payment to the tour director can be made with cash 
or credit card. We encourage you to request and save your receipt. Please 
note that optional tours cannot be booked in advance, as many require a 
minimum number of passengers in order to operate.  
 
■ Night tour of San Francisco with dinner in Chinatown 
■ Full day excursion to Monterey and Carmel, including admission to the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium 
■ Las Vegas by Night tour 
■ Las Vegas Show and Dinner 
■ Grand Canyon helicopter flight or Skywalk 
■ Full Day Excursion to Zion National Park 
■ Visit to Universal Studios to see how movies are made 
■ Full Day visit and Tour of San Diego 
■ San Francisco Bay Cruise 
■ San Francisco Night Tour with Dinner 
■ Golden Gate Walk and Sausalito 
■ Double Decker Tour with Alcatraz 
■ Las Vegas Night Tour with or without “The High Roller” 
■ Skywalk Experience 
■ Over the Edge Experience: Helicopter and Colorado River 
■ Shop Till You Rock 
■ Morning Cowboy Trail Ride 
■ Las Vegas Speedway 

■ Evening Cowboy Trail Ride 
■ Bubba Gump Long Beach Restaurant 
■ Universal Studios Hollywood 
■ Whale Watching (Long Beach) 
■ San Diego Sightseeing Cruise 
■ Aquarium of the Pacific (Long Beach) 
 
Accommodation  
Accommodation listed on the itinerary is a mix of 3-4V graded properties. 
Please note some tours are up to 3 weeks in duration and there may be 
some nights when staying in remote locations e.g. the National Parks, 
when the ‘V’ rating may vary. Hotels are subject to change up until 30 
days prior to departure, you will be advised of any changes with your final 
documentation. 
 
U.S. Occupancy  
It is important to keep in mind that in U. S. hotels, rooms that have been 
booked for two people may contain one or two beds, of varying sizes. 
Normally, hotel rooms contain one Queen / King Size bed, or two Double 
beds. A room with two Double beds is considered suitable for three or four 
occupants. Unlike other areas of the world, it is extremely rare to find a 
“triple” room, or a room containing three beds. Oftentimes, hotels are 
able to provide an additional “roll-away” bed (for a nominal nightly fee, to 
be paid on an individual basis by the passenger directly to the hotel.) 
Please be aware that such extra beds are not available in the National 
Parks, in some older hotels, and in areas where fire regulations place strict 
restrictions on the number of guests and/or beds in a room. While 
requests can certainly be made ahead of time, and while every effort will 
be made to secure a room that meets your specific bedding needs, ATI 
cannot guarantee bedding arrangements at any given hotel, as these 
arrangements lie wholly within the discretion of each hotel. 
 
Journey times 
Please note due to long distances covered on some of the tours, there will 
be some days when the majority of the day will be spent on the coach, so 
just sit back and enjoy the view. 
	  
Group size 
Maximum approximately 56 passengers (full coach).  
 
Language  
Departures will operate as multilingual (English and Dutch spoken). 
 
Visa requirements  
It's mandatory for everyone travelling to or transferring through the US, 
under the Visa Waiver Program, to obtain approval to travel no later than 
72 hours prior to travel by completing an online process ESTA (Electronic 
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA) scheme.	  
Failure to obtain an ESTA could result in the passenger being denied 
boarding by the airline. 
The cost of an ESTA is currently approx $14 per person and can be 
obtained by visiting https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov. Once completed & 
approved, the ESTA application is valid for two years and allows multiple 
visits without the need to reapply – simply update your details on the 
same website. Travelers can apply for an ESTA even if they have no firm 
plans to travel to the US. 
If you need any further information on the ESTA or you have any other 
visa queries, then try the Visit USA Website atwww.visitusa.org.uk where 
further information on the scheme and up to date fee can also be found. 
The ESTA is very similar to the automated visa that you purchase to enter 
Australia and is completely paperless 
 
Currency  
The official unit of currency in the US is the US dollar and Canada is CAD. 
Optional excursions will need to be paid locally by cash to the tour guide. 
Major credit cards and debit cards will be accepted within the US. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
	  
Electricity  
If you bring any electrical appliance to the USA, you may need an adaptor 
to fit the US electrical receptacles. You may also need a converter to 
change the voltage from 110 volts to 220 volts. 
 
Tipping 
Tipping is a big part of the USA’s service economy and their taxation 
system, all visitors should understand that this is a part of the local 
culture; please see below a list of useful suggestions for tipping: 
 
■ Waiters/Waitresses: 15% - 20% for average - good service, more for 
exceptional service. 
■ Bartenders: $1 - $2 a round -or- 15% to 20% of the tab, with a 
minimum of 50 cents per soft drink, $1 per alcoholic drink. 
■ Room Service: 15% - 20%  
■ Taxi driver: Varies depending on locality. Assume 15% will be enough; 
an extra $1 to $2 for help with bags. 
■ Hotel doorman: $1 per bag for help with luggage; $1 per person for 
hailing a cab. 
■ Tour guide: $5 per person, per day in your party.  
 
What to pack 
■ Due to space limitations, only ONE piece of checked luggage is allowed 
per person. Subject to availability, an additional piece of luggage may be 
accommodated, for a fee of $7 per day per piece. This will be paid direct 
■ Lightweight, cotton clothes. Smart casual is acceptable in hotels	  
■ A light sweater or fleece for early mornings and evenings and air-
conditioning can be cool in restaurants  
■ Layers	  
■ Comfortable, enclosed and sturdy footwear  
■ Casual clothing and sandals for dinner and relaxing at your hotel	  
■ Sun cream, sunglasses and hat	  
■ Camera and/or video camera with spare batteries and memory cards	  
■ Swimwear for an occasional swim 
■ Binoculars	  
■ Mosquito repellent and spray	  
■ Handy wipes, antiseptic hand gel and bottled water where possible 
■ Low denominations of USD– handy for ad-hoc tipping	  
 
What to expect 
We recommend you are of a reasonable fitness as touring often involves 
long walks and uneven surfaces; this tour is not suitable for those who 
require special assistance.  
	  
Recommended vaccinations 	  
We advise you to discuss your individual requirements for the USA with 
your GP at least 6-8 weeks prior to travel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOUR JOINING INSTRUCTIONS  
 
HOTEL: 
Holiday Inn Golden Gateway 
1500 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94109 
Phone: 1+ (415) 441-4000 
 
HOTEL ARRIVAL & TOUR COMMENCEMENT: 
 
You will be met by an American Tours International (ATI) representative at 
the exit of the terminal (after you pick up your luggage and go through 
Immigration and customs). The ATI Representative will be standing next 
to the Virgin Holidays representative. The ATI representative will take you 
to the seat-in airport transfer and they will wait with you until you get on 
the shuttle and answer any questions you may have.   
 
Below please find the relevant information about the hotel and the shuttle 
in case you need it. 
 
Airport Transfer 
After claiming suitcases, passengers should proceed to the Shared Ride 
Van Service provided Super Shuttle (upper level, outer curb) for the 
transfer into downtown San Francisco. Follow the blue SuperShuttle signs 
to our uniformed Port Guest Service Representative in Blue Jackets. 
He/She will group you with other passengers and inform you where to 
board your van. 
 
Day 1 (Friday): Upon arrival, passengers should check-in at the front desk 
of the Holiday Inn Golden Gateway and identify themselves as 
participants of ATI’s Motorcoach Tour. Passengers are welcome to stop by 
the ATI Hospitality Desk between the hours of  2.00pm and 8.00pm to 
meet the ATI Tour Director. 
 
Day 2 (Saturday): San Francisco city tour on will commence at 8.30am from 
the lobby of the Holiday Inn Golden Gateway. Passengers should meet 
ATI’s Tour Director in the lobby of the Holiday Inn Express Downtown at 
8.15am. 
 
 
TOUR CONCLUSION: 
 
Day 11 (Monday): Tour concludes n Los Angeles upon check-out from the 
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Torrance - South Bay before 11:00 am. 
Passengers will be transferred to the airport via seat-in shuttle from the 
hotel. Departure to the airport, please call 1-800-258-3826 at least 24-
hours in advance for reservations. 
 
AIRPORT TRANSFER: 
Seat-in shuttle (SuperShuttle) will be included. ATI’s Tour Director will 
assist passengers with transfer vouchers.  
 


